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Recurring Themes in the Psalms 
 

Justice 
 
In one of the main biblical themes, justice is the familiar moral virtue with its scope so 
enlarged as to extend to the total observance of all God’s commandments, but which is always 
conceived as entitling man to a just reward before God. 
God demonstrates his justice in that he is a model of integrity, 
in all his judicial functions of guiding the people and each individual person, 
then as the God of retribution, either punishing or rewarding according to one’s works. 
 
Human Justice 
 

• Civil justice 
• Justice as fidelity to the Law 
• Justice as reward 
• Justice, wisdom and goodness 

 
Divine Justice 
 

• Many of the psalms appeal to God to be merciful and just 
• Justice and peace have embraced 
• God manifests his justice by his gratuitous and occasional universal favours, which 

completely surpass all that a man has a right to expect. 
 

Peace 
 

Man deserves peace from the very depths of his being.  But he is frequently ignorant of the 
nature of the benefit for which he intensely aspires; and the paths he follows in order to 
obtain it are not always the ways of God.  Sacred history does teach us some lessons regarding 
the search for true peace. 
 
Peace and well-being 
 

• Salom (Heb.) being intact, complete, re-establishing things in their former 
state, integrity 



• Biblical peace is not only the “pact” which permits a tranquil life, nor the 
“time of peace” in opposition to the “time of war”, it also indicates the well-
being of daily existence, the state of man who lives in harmony with nature. 

 
Peace and happiness 
 

• Peace is general contentment, serenity 
• Peace is security 
• Peace is concord in a life of fraternity (Ps. 40, 10) 

 
Peace and justice 
 

• Peace is what is good in opposition to what is bad (Ps. 28, 3) 
• Peace is the sum of the benefits granted to justice – to have a fruitful land, 

to have plenty to eat 
• Peace, far from being only an absence of war, is the fullness of happiness. 

 
Peace a gift from God 
 

• Peace is one of the blessings expected of God. 
• God establishes peace on earth through promoting and facilitating justice. 
• The notion of peace is at the centre of all eschatological preaching in the 

OT 
 


