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Feast of the Holy Family – 27 December 2020

“May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; let the message of Christ 
find a home with you.”

Colossians 3, 15. 16 
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 SATURDAY MORNINGS 
The 10am Mass on Saturdays followed 
by Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 11.00am will be 
continuing.

No booking is required for this 
morning Mass even on 26th Dec. 

The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy- 
policy  or by request from the parish  office. 

Our Lady & St Anne Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Charity No. 234216 

CHRISTMAS OCTAVE MASS 
TIMES 

All Masses during the following 
week  will be public and celebrated at 
10am (including Thursday). 
No booking is required for the 
solemnity of Mary, Mother of God(1st 
Jan) or for the Epiphany Masses.

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon 21 Dec Tues 22 Dec – 9-4pm 
23rd December office closes. 
Flexible furlough: 
Mon/Tues in Jan working from home.  
Wed/Thurs 9-4pm in office. 

DONATE TO THE PARISH WHILE YOU SHOP ONLINE
Just sign up to The Giving Machine and nominate Our Lady & St Anne RC 
Church as your charity. We have a designated number of 267066. Find out how 
it all works at https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/how-tgm-works/ 
All the major supermarkets make a donation so if you click and collect or have a 
delivery every little helps  

http://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy
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Sunday within the Octave of Christmas: Feast of the Holy Family: This year, 
in the extraordinary circumstances created by the Covid – 19 pandemic, 
many families will not be able to celebrate Christmas together in the way to 
which they had become accustomed. Here in Caversham we are in Tier 4 and 
not only are our movements severely restricted (we cannot leave Berkshire 
nor can people cross the shire borders) but our social bubbles, especially 
when we are seated round a table and indoors, are limited to 2 + 1. Many 
families will be suffering the pain of separation and of a singular absence of 
any opportunity to express cross-generational solidarity. The celebration of 
the Holy Family so close to Christmas is thus particularly poignant this 
year. Mary, Joseph and Jesus, ironically, would meet the strict social 
distancing criteria! But then, even if the Church has so often presented them 
as constituting the “ideal” family, it only ever partially came up to the mark. 
An increasing number of our families are “patchwork” social units, a larger 
number of people in our society are living alone, all too many relationships 
are casual. The decline in marriages and the continual rise in the proportion 
of marriages that end in divorce are a reminder to us of the fragility of the 
institution of matrimony. And yet, as every parish priest knows, parishes are 
made up of families, of strong and faithful couples, of parents devoted to their 
children and – in this parish at least – children’s liturgy groups are a proof that 
younger families value the Catholic faith and want to pass it on to their 
children. Perhaps this year, given that so much of the traditional family 
Christmas has to be sacrificed, our families can re-discover the values that lie at 
the heart of Christian family life.
First Reading (OT): Genesis 15, 1 – 6. 21, 1 – 3: Abraham and Sarah had given 
up all hope of having a child. It meant for them the end of a family, the end of a 
dynasty. The dearth of a descendant meant the end of a line. How great must 
have been his amazement and then his joy to discover that Sarah was with child. 
Not only had they a son but the promise of descendants more numerous than the 
stars of heaven. Jesus was a descendant of Abraham and for all of us, his disciples, 
Abraham is our father in faith.
Second Reading (NT): Hebrews 11, 8. 11 – 12. 17 – 19: Abraham put his total 
faith in God and answered the challenge of leaving his home and venturing into 
a new country. And the whole of salvation history was determined by Abraham’s 
free surrender to God’s will. History, including ours, would have been completely 
different had not Abraham made his courageous decision.
Gospel: Luke 2, 22 – 40: The holy family plays an important role in the story 
related by today’s gospel, yet the key figures are the two prophets, Simeon and 
Anna, and we encounter them playing a prophetic role. Simeon’s great prayer is 
an acknowledgement that in the child he sees God’s promises fulfilled and he 
sees that he no longer has any role to play because God has made good on his 
word. Anna too saw that God had fulfilled his promises and set herself to speak 
of the child to all who looked forward to the comforting of Jerusalem.



Mass Intentions for the 
Octave of Christmas 

All Masses during the Octave are public Masses.
Only weekend Masses need to be booked.  

Saturday 26th December  10.00 Private Intention 
St Stephen, first Martyr

Feast of the Holy Family     Year B 

Saturday 17.30 
Sunday 10.00 

People of the parish 
Eimhean & Laura Daly & 
family

Monday 

26th December 
27th  December 

28th December 10.00 Noel Croke/Riccardo Ferrara & 
Ernst Hawelka RIP Feast of the Holy Innocents

Tuesday 29th December 10.00 
Feast of St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
Patron of the Diocesan Clergy of England & Wales

Wednesday   30thDecember 10.00 
Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas
Thursday 31st December  10.00 

Mother Davina & Sisters

Feast of St. Silvester I, Pope/New Year’s Eve

10.00 The Stebbing Family 
Intentions

Friday         1st January 2021
SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE 
MOTHER OF GOD
Saturday        2nd January 
Memorial of SS. Basil and Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors

Second Sunday after the 
Nativity

17.30 Saturday   2nd January 
Vigil Mass
Sunday            3rd January 10.00 

Year B 

Maria Angelica Ayala 

Marguerite Crawford

Eimhean & Laura Daly, 
Anniversary

10.00 Julie Gimblett

TheColehan family 
intentions




