
LENT COURSE 
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Evening 3 
 

Models of the Church: 
The People of God 

 
The Chosen People [Old Testament] 
 

• God elects a people for himself. 
• Rescued from slavery, led through the Red Sea, tried in the desert, and led 

into the “promised land.” 
• God establishes a covenant with his people: based on love, requiring 

obedience, a fulfilment of mission: central concepts – election, calling, 
covenant. 

• They are a holy people, consecrated to God, set aside for him.  His 
inheritance.  They are a priestly people. 

• They are a community of race – the Hebrew forefathers, their distinction 
from other peoples who had multiplicity of deities, etc. 

• They are a community of institutions – families, social institutions based on 
the Law of Israel, monarchy etc.  The Temple has a central role. 

• A community of destiny – their historical experience, commemorated in 
ritual with Passover, heightens their sense of belonging to God. 

• Their sense of nationhood takes root in a fatherland – Jerusalem, dwelling 
place among them of Yahweh – the pain of exile in Babylon, the Jewish 
diaspora. 

• The community of language – Hebrew as the cultic language of the people. 
• The community of worship – the synagogue, the Temple. 
• The monotheistic faith.  There is only one God, and they are his people. 

 
The People of the New Covenant 

• The new covenant, established by the sacrifice of the cross, opens a new 
chapter in the history of the People of God. 

• Universality of the new people. 
• A new race: old Israel will merge with the universal family of God. 
• The events of salvation are changed and added to. 
• The new holy land: symbolism of Jerusalem changes. 
• The gathering of all tongues 
• The new worship of God. 

 
 



Characteristics of the People of God 
• It is the people of God, not of any particular nation. 
• One becomes a member not through physical birth but through new birth, 

i.e. through faith in Jesus Christ and through Baptism. 
• It is a messianic people, with Christ at its head. 
• The status of this people comes from their being sons/daughters of God. 
• Its law is the law of universal love. 
• Its mission is to be “salt of the earth” and “light of the world.” 
• Its destiny is the fullness of the kingdom of God. 

 
Models of the Church: 

Herald 
 

The Church is herald of the Good News 
• The Church’s mission is to see to it that the Good News is proclaimed. 
• The Church has a duty to see to it that the Good News is explained and 

understood.  The Church thus has a teaching mission. 
• The Church is herald of the Good News to the world – Urbi et Orbe [the city 

and the world]. 
• Catholic periodicals and newspapers: TV channels and broadcasting 

initiatives.  People to speak on behalf of the Church to outside world. 
• The Church too must listen to the world. 
• The teaching apostolate of the Church is of essential importance: Catholic 

schools, universities, training colleges for teachers.  Education of its own 
members. 

• The Church can see to it that there is a Catholic vision of society. 
• The Church as patron of the arts and commissioning new buildings, esp. 

churches. 
• Has the Church a message for creation, see. Laudato ‘Si?  

 


