
Third Sunday of Lent 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
It is inevitable that Covid -19 should be one everybody’s mind this weekend.  With Irish 
bishops cancelling Sunday Masses for the next couple of weekends and the UK government 
hinting that legislation to ban gatherings of more than a hundred people will be put before 
Parliament in the coming week, we are right to feel that the Coronavirus is already knocking 
at our own door.  Fortunately, through early pre-emptive measures being already taken here 
in the parish, we are already doing all we can to see to it that risk of infection is reduced to 
the minimum.  Even if we, like parishes across Ireland and Italy, have to abandon Sunday 
Masses, measures taken now and sensibly applied may even make our parish not only safer 
but our parish community stronger in the long term.  In a case where Masses are cancelled, 
we can and ought to still hold one another in prayer. 
 
A friend of mine who is a doctor in Italy, working at a hospital in Milan which is now 
operating round the clock to care for vulnerable patients who have caught the  Corona 
infection, told me how the most remarkable side-effect of the crisis is the unexpected 
solidarity in evidence across Italian society.  People care about one another, people are like 
never before caring for one another.  Talking to parishioners here over the past couple of 
days, I was happy to notice that same feeling of emergent solidarity.  My doctor friend 
cautioned that what Italy is going through now will be what we can reasonably expect in ten 
days’ time.  His hunch was confirmed by news in today’s newspapers.  We still have time to 
prepare and it is my view that, in addition to the steps we have already taken, we might 
together work out further strategies to assist one another in coping with the challenge the 
Coronavirus poses. 
 
The distribution of Holy Communion follows the guide-lines given by the Archdiocese, even 
if the choice as to mode of reception is a personal adult choice each parishioner makes.  I, as 
celebrant and for the duration unique minister of Holy Communion, will not come into 
contact with either hand or tongue of a communicant.  We have gel available at the entrance 
to church, there is sanitising gel in the sacristy for the celebrant’s hands before and after Mass, 
there are disposable cups in the Cenacle for tea and coffee, there are disposable bulletins 
(with the hymn texts and readings printed as a supplement), and there are throw-away gloves 
for the money counters.  The parish office will do its best to contact elderly parishioners by 
telephone, especially if we know they are living alone, on a regular basis throughout the next 
few weeks.  Any further suggestions from parishioners in this regard would be welcome.  In 
the circumstances of the spread of an infection about which we still know little in terms of 
its long-term impact, even if we are learning more about how to recognise, control and 
combat it every day, we as a parish are a family, a community, a team and a congregation of 
individuals one of whose primary duties is to watch out for and care for one another.  If we 
do so successfully now then we will emerge a stronger community which has put into practical 
effect that fundamental law of love given to us by Jesus: love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
Father Patrick 


