
LENT COURSE 
 

Our Lady & St. Anne, Caversham – the Cenacle 
19.30/7.30 pm 

Evening 2 
 

The Church in the New Testament 
 

Sources 
 

• Gospel of Luke & Acts of the Apostles c.AD 70 - 80 
• Paul the Apostle’s Letters c. AD 40 – 60 
• Gospels of Mark (c. AD 55) and Matthew (c. AD 60) 
• The Gospel of John (c. AD 80 – 90) 
• Pastoral Letters (c. AD 70) 
• Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 

 
Jesus’ Mission & Intentions 
 

• To proclaim the kingdom of God 
• To obey his heavenly Father 
• To fulfil his destiny 
• To fulfil the prophecies of the OT 

 
Did Jesus found an “organisation”? 
 

• Jesus used the term “church” – thou art Peter and upon this rock I will found my 
Church – but what did he mean by this?   

• Did Jesus establish a hierarchy?  The apostles, the Twelve, the seventy-two, 
the disciples? 

 
Post-Resurrection 
 

• The witnesses to the resurrection, those who saw or encountered the risen 
Lord 

• The Virgin Mary and the others (Acts 1, 14) 
• The women who found the tomb empty (Luke 24, 8 – 12) 

 
 



 
Pentecost: the birth of the Church 

• the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
• public proclamation of the kerygma and preaching of the Good News 
• conscious missionary endeavour 
• conversion of upwards of five thousand to the Good News 

 
Post-Pentecost 
 

• prayer and liturgical gatherings 
1. Temple worship, continuity with the Jewish tradition 
2. Proclamation of the Word of God (presumably initially the writings 

of the Torah and the Prophets, i.e. the OT) 
3. The breaking of bread, i.e. the Eucharist 

• Communities 
1. Communal ownership, pooling of resources, help to the 

disadvantaged 
2. Hierarchy of organisation – Apostles, the Twelve, presbyters, elders 

• Hebrews and Greeks 
• Diaspora communities, synagogues in the Jewish diaspora 
• Missionary outreach 


