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 Definitions of the Church 
- The word ‘church’ means ‘convocation’ or ‘gathering’.  It designates the 

assembly of those whom God’s Word ‘convokes’, i.e. gathers together to 
form the People of God, and who themselves, nourished with the Body 
of Christ [i.e. the Eucharist], become the ‘mystical’ Body of Christ. 

- The Church is the corporate association of all who believe in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, listen to the Word of God and appropriate 
its message, celebrate their faith in the way Jesus decreed ‘in memory of 
me’, and who consciously gather in his name and, through Baptism, are 
born into the Church and sense that they ‘belong’ to it. 

- The Church is both visible and spiritual, a hierarchical society and the 
mystical Body of Christ which makes the on-going presence of the risen 
Lord tangible and dynamic in the world of today. 

- The Church is both human, i.e. made up of an infinite number of human 
beings, but divine, i.e. it’s glue is its faith in God, it makes God present 
in the here and now. 

 

  We profess faith in the Church, the existence of the Church is the object   
of our belief. 

- “I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.” 
 

 What is my experience of the Church [elements], how do we acquire what 
knowledge we have of the Church? 

- We experience what belonging to a worshipping local community 
that celebrates, through a ritual that we know to be universal [albeit 
in a variety of languages], a shared faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, is.  This belonging and membership of a local faith 
community is our first and most immediate experience of ‘Church.’ 

- We have been educated in the Catholic/Anglican school system at 
both primary and secondary level; or we have received sacramental 
catechesis within our parish community.  We learn that the rituals for 
which we are prepared and the knowledge we acquire are shared by 
all faith communities across the world which belong to the Catholic 
family. 

- We read about the Church in the press, we see images of Church 
buildings in cultural/historical/current affairs programmes on TV, 
we visit foreign countries and see cathedrals, monasteries, works of 
art inspired by the Christian story, or we visit countries where there 
is no visible trace of a Christian heritage. 



 

 We have an awareness that there are several ‘Churches’.  We might explore 
what are the shared characteristics and the distinguishing features of the 
[Roman] Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church(es), the Church of 
England/Anglican Communion, the Methodist Church and [perhaps] the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  The Pope, Bishop of Rome 
and Successor of Peter [a role and title other churches do not dispute, even 
if they have a different understanding of what it means], the Queen as 
‘head of the Church [?]/Supreme Governor of the Church of England, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, etc. 

 

 The local Church: 
- Our Lady & St. Anne [(Roman) Catholic], St. Anne’s School, part of 

the Archdiocese of Birmingham; 
- The parish church: St. Peter’s, Church House, Diocese of Oxford; 
- The Methodist Church [like RC, non-conformist] and what that 

implies; 
- Baptist & congregational church communities; 
- Mormon missionaries, Jehovah’s Witnesses – street evangelists, 

door-stepping visitors. 
- The idea most of us have of our church: building, community, 

tradition, whether or not we acknowledge the Pope as the Catholic 
Church understands him, our relationship to the diocesan/national 
Church or how we understand the universal Church. 
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