
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit our website, 
 
Our Holy Father the Pope has designated this third Sunday in Ordinary time as one on 
which we focus our attention in a particular way on the Word of God.  Given that we 
never celebrate the Eucharist without a Liturgy of the Word in which extracts from the 
writings of Sacred Scripture are proclaimed and the subject of a reflection from whoever it 
is presides the Eucharist, it is difficult to understand in what way the liturgy on this Third 
Sunday is intended to be different.  We still read and meditate on the readings prescribed 
in the liturgical books.  But it seems to me that our Holy Father wants us to reflect a little 
more deeply on a God who is in dialogue with his people, a God who communicates 
verbally, a God for whom the word is so precious that he sent us his Son, the divine Holy 
One, as Word made flesh. 
 
There are many people who believe in a deity, who ascribe the created universe to one 
single, infinite power they call God.  But what is unique about the Abrahamic religions is 
not just their monotheism but their belief that God reveals himself to us.  We know about 
God and our ideas about God are formed by a long series of epiphanies or revelations.  The 
greater part of this revelation is due to the fact that God speaks to his people – to Moses, to 
the Jews of old through the mouths of the prophets, to us through Jesus Christ and, in our 
time, through the Church which is the Lord’s mystical body.  The Chinese of old believed 
that the destruction of a book was equivalent to killing a human being.  We Christians 
too, in common with our Jewish forefathers in the faith, hold books in the highest regard.  
We still regard one of the greatest crimes committed in the Germany of the ‘30’s to be the 
public burning of books.  We are a people who read, who listen and who write.  Christians 
have always attached a singular importance to these three basic human activities and have 
done much to spread literacy across the generations and in all cultures. 
 
Today our habits of assimilating and transmitting information have been transformed by 
the internet and social media, and these very recent developments represent a huge 
challenge to the Church and her mission.  It may well be precisely on account of this that 
the Holy Father has drawn our attention back to the Word of God and to the sacred 
books – the Bible itself, the lectionary, the missal and the Book of the Gospels – which 
contain it.  Augustine of Hippo’s great voyage of intellectual and spiritual discovery began 
with the command he imagined he received from an angel: Tolle, lege!  Take and read.  
Today the Holy Father encourages us to do just the same. 
 
Father Patrick 
 


