
Sunday within the Octave of Christmas – Feast of the Holy Family 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit us on our website, 
 
This year Christmas Day fell in the middle of the week.  It has had many advantages.  It 
was possible to gain a little spiritual distance from the 4th Sunday of Advent and have a 
(relatively) quiet day of anticipation of the coming celebration of the Nativity.  And then, 
as we lingered at the manger for two extra days of meditation of the mystery of the 
Nativity, we did not feel we were being rushed into another weekend.  So, from the point 
of view of immediate preparation and dwelling with the great mystery we were celebrating, 
Christmas falling mid-week was perfect! 
 
In the weekdays from 17 to 24 December the Church provides us each day with the run-
up, the great prelude to the gospel story we read over the three Masses of Christmas Day.  
The OT readings which accompany this magnificent narrative are equally evocative of the 
spiritual preparation the Jewish people of old were making for the coming of Messiah.  I 
sometimes regret that one of those OT readings is eclipsed by the readings of the 4th 
Sunday of Advent.  This year, my favourite of the prophetic texts just missed getting 
overlooked by Sunday: it was read on Monday 23.  The prophet Malachi, one of the 
“minor” prophets, was very clear about how people should prepare for the Lord’s coming.  
Nor does he mince his words, they always make a shiver run down my spine, even when 
sung as a solo and chorus in the first part of Handel’s Messiah.  It is going to be an awful, a 
terrible day!  The prophet wonders who it is can abide the day of his coming, who will be 
able to stand erect when he appears?  He is not, like Jesus in his dire warnings about the 
return of the Son of Man as judge, looking forward to the end times but rather he focuses 
his gaze on the first coming of God’s holy one.  It is the one OT reading of the year where I 
as a priest feel directly spoken to.  The prophet’s words contain a warning specifically 
aimed at me! 
 
One of the purposes of Messiah’s coming, according to Malachi, is to purify the sons of 
Levi.  These were the priests of the Old Law, the Temple priesthood, people such as 
Zechariah (John the Baptist’s father), Annas or Caiphas, as well as countless others of the 
Levitical order.  Throughout its history the priesthood instituted by Jesus at the Last 
Supper has needed to be reformed and purified.  The Catholic priesthood today, much in 
the headlines in recent years, requires to be purified and cleansed “like the refiner’s fire”, 
notwithstanding the sterling service the majority of priests render, the exemplary lives so 
many of them lead and the appreciation of their ministry so often articulated by their 
people, not least at Christmas.  The words of Malachi, abrasive though they may be in 
tone, are a reminder to priests that their moral probity is essential to their character as 
men dedicated to the Lord’s service.  Those words of Malachi are an essential feature of 
the cacophony of noise Christmas brings, so much of it so exuberant and joyful.  I hope 
you have all had a blessed and happy Christmas! 
 
Father Patrick 


