
Solemnity of the Epiphany 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit our website, 
 
The highlight of Christmas for most of us is the Midnight Mass and the family 
celebrations of 25 December.  For many of us the pace has slackened over the 
Twelve Days and for some it has been marked by a family holiday.  Most are now 
anxious to “get back to normal”, as if normality were reassuring, and it is true that 
in most households this weekend the schoolbooks will be again put in the satchels, 
the commuting routines beckon and the decorations will start coming down.  But 
rather than go out with a whimper, the Christian Christmas goes out with a bang!  
The Epiphany, the last day of Christmas, Twelfth Night, is a feast brimming with 
joy, the magi/kings provide us with a blaze of colour, the artists who have depicted 
this magic scene show us a Jesus, still an infant of course, but sitting up in his 
mother’s lap and soaking up what is happening more than was possible when his 
first visitors, the shepherds, paid their respects. 
 
The Orthodox Church celebrates the mystery of the incarnation on 6 January and 
that makes a lot of sense.  What makes Epiphany so great is the fact that the new-
born Jesus was revealed to be the Son of God, Messiah.  The shepherds, as they 
scattered and returned to their flocks after their midnight visit to the manger, told 
everyone they met of the wonderful thing that had happened: the Saviour had been 
born, God’s promises had been fulfilled.  But those few they may have met were 
fellow Jews, the good news was that the chosen people had been visited by God, 
Messiah of whom their prophets had so frequently spoken, had come.  But yet it 
was a private occurrence, even Mary kept her amazement to herself.  What 
happened with the visit of the wise men/magi/three kings was that, thanks to the 
guidance of a star (i.e. their intuition) was that the whole world, as represented by 
them, came to see the Saviour.  Matthew tells us that their intention in visiting 
Bethlehem was to do him homage. These very words suggest that they recognised 
in the child the divine.  And in worshiping him the way they did, the wise men 
acknowledged a truth – already hinted at as far back as Abraham – that the call to 
salvation was issued by God to all men of good will. 
 
Epiphany is the Christmas celebration of the gentiles, i.e. of all of us who have 
accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and yet who were not the initial heirs of 
the promises made to Israel.  In Ireland, Epiphany was known as Nollag na Mná 
(Women’s Christmas) because the women who had worked so hard to make 
everyone else’s Christmas so happy, who had prepared the food and put it on the 
table, needed a break of their own, a Christmas celebration just for them.  It is a 
charming custom.  But it is important for all of us that we celebrate Epiphany with 
that same ebullience as we honoured the Nativity on 25 xii.  So, to all I wish a 
happy Twelfth Night! 
 
Father Patrick  


