
Solemnity of Christ Universal King: 34th/Last Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit our parish website, 
 
The Solemnity of Christ the King is the annual occasion on which the Church invites us to 
pray for our young people.  Who exactly are our young people?  What is the cut-off age at 
which one is no longer considered to qualify as young?  Once we can vote, once we pay income 
tax on our week-end job at the check-out of the local supermarket, once we have to pay full 
fare on the bus? Society in general considers us as already belonging to the adult world and 
thus no longer young when we answer “Yes” to those questions.  And yet contemporary 
sociologists tell us that we are all young for a full decade longer than those at our age two 
generations ago.  A higher proportion of young people are living in the family home in which 
they grew up, a larger number of the young are hopping from one short-term contract to 
another, or if they are Irish, Spanish or from the Eastern EU member states, country to 
country. 
 
Here in the UK the twelfth of December will see the greatest number ever of young people in 
the history of the country entitled to vote and thus stake their legitimate claim to a say 
determining the colour of the legislature which will shape their lives.  Early surveys suggest that 
the turn-out of young people to polling booths will be very low.  Of those who do take their 
political duties seriously and appreciate that being a British subject involves responsibilities the 
majority will have their ideas formed by social media.  This is a radical new departure and a 
harbinger of a new world.  And a new world it threatens to be, and it will come sooner than 
we expect.  Unless there is a complete change of heart, conservative estimates suggest that by 
the time the children of today’s young people reach the age they are now Miami, New York, 
much of the US East coast, to say nothing of Venice, Calcutta and virtually the whole of 
Bangladesh will be under water.  So, perhaps today’s youth and the world which they will be 
running in their adult lives need prayer.   The need to pray for our young people may be 
urgent, yet there is no suggestion that prayer is an activity which has much if any traction in 
the world our young people inhabit.  The spiritual values they cherish and the inner lives 
which fuel the beating of their youthful hearts have little or nothing to do with the gospel of 
Jesus of Nazareth or with any conventional religion. 
 
It might be good to ask our young people, parents might start the conversation over the 
Sunday roast, what sort of world they want, into what sort of future are they going to invest 
their talents, what are the values they think worth cherishing and fighting for?  Unless we 
adults ask these questions and show some sort of readiness to accommodate ourselves to the 
answers the young provide, then the generation gap being stretched by the year thanks to 
social media and the claims of the virtual world will become unbridgeable.  The Church has 
long been a bridge-builder.  The Bishop of Rome has always been considered the pontifex 
maximus, the great bridge builder.  Perhaps, in the wake of the recent Synod on Youth, the 
next Apostolic Exhortation might attempt in the name of the Gospel to bridge the gulf 
between the adult world and that of the young, between the world of faith and that of 
practical agnosticism.  A tough task, but one we might pray about on the Solemnity of Christ 
the King. 
 
Father Patrick 


