
Christmas Eve, 24 December 2019 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit our website, 
 
The last page of the Order of Service for the Midnight Mass contains a message which 
focuses on Christmas and is designed to convey my sincere best wishes to all those who 
belong to or are associated with the parish family here at Our Lady & St. Anne.  The third 
decade of the 21st century dawns and both world and Church are turning out to be very 
different to what we had got used to in the 20th century.  But we have the assurance that the 
Lord is always with and in his Church, that the Vicar of Christ is at the helm in the person 
of our Holy Father the Pope and that the sanctification of God’s people continues through 
the ministry of the Church, regardless of how the institution is faring or of what changes 
are taking place in society at large.  The call to sanctity issued to every Christian is as urgent 
as ever. 
 
During our Advent Course we considered the role of the saints in the life of the Church.  
We reflected on our personal patron saint and what being called Catherina, Theresa, Paul, 
Patrick or Mary means to those of us who have not only borne those names since our 
Baptism but who will be called by those names when we meet the Lord at the end of time.  
It is funny to think of it but the Lord will not address me as “Father Daly” nor my 
parishioner as “Mrs. Jones”.  He will call me “Patrick”, he will call her “Mary.”  We also 
looked at the places called after saints, at the patron saints of countries or causes, and we 
reflected on how the Church decides to propose a particular saint for veneration by the 
faithful.  We looked in some detail at the canonization process of Thomas Cantilupe, 
Bishop of Hereford, who died in 1282 and was declared a saint by Pope John XXII in 1320.  
Cantilupe was an obvious choice because every stage of his lengthy and complex 
canonization process can be traced on the basis of contemporary documents from the late 
13th and early 14th centuries.  Finally we looked at saints in art: the great art of both East 
and West, but also popular images of the saints, the type we put in our prayer books or 
provide the illustrations of the simple lives of the saints. 
 
The Christmas season opens this very evening with the Vigil Mass of Christmas and, 
naturally, our attention will focus on the Christ child, on Mary and Joseph.  But a number 
of important saints’ feast days occur in the Christmas period: Stephen, the first martyr on 
26 xii, John the Evangelist on 27 xii, the Holy Innocents on 28 xii, that very English saint, 
Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, on 29 xii and on the last day of the year, Pope 
Saint Silvester.  In many countries what we call New Year’s Eve is called Silvester Abend or le 
Saint Silvestre.  We discovered during our course that many of the saints whose feasts we 
celebrate across the year made huge contributions to the life of the Church or wrote key 
works of Christian theology or spirituality.  They were really important figures, even though 
there were many humble ones too.  And, of course, as we remember each year on All Saints 
Day, the majority of them disappeared silently to join the vast crowd before God’s throne, 
remembered only by those, such as ourselves, their commitment to Gospel values, their 
pursuit of goodness and their simple virtues which transformed our lives. 
 
Father Patrick 


