
Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 
 
Dear Parishioners and friends who visit our website, 
 
The future has been on everyone’s mind over the past few weeks.  Forecasts of disaster 
came thick and fast (the volcanic eruption in New Zealand reminded us that unpredictable 
acts of God were still possible), promises were made to spend massive amounts of tax 
payers’ money to fix the NHS, a bright new dawn was predicted and seamless trading 
relations envisaged with a huge range of “friends and partners” over the whole world once 
“Brexit is done.”  At the moment of writing the planet’s future is being discussed in a 
marathon over-night session at the Madrid UN Climate Conference to reach some sort of 
consensus on future policies on tackling global warming.  The coming months will tell 
whether resolutions about the future are translated into positive action or whether the 
fears about what happens next are justified.  But with December 12 having brought such a 
decisive result, and with closure on the issue which has dominated our lives for the past 
three years on the horizon, we Christians can get back to contemplating a different future. 
 
We still are looking beyond the horizon of the immediate present but into a future which 
may become hic et nunc at any moment.  The Church has been challenging us, drawing 
heavily on the words of the Old Testament prophets, to look forward to what in 
theological terms is called the eschatological future: the end of time as we know it, the 
return of the Lord as King and Judge – a promise he made regularly as his earthly life drew 
to a close – and the close of the age.  And that could happen at any time: even the Son of 
Man is not aware of when precisely that moment will occur, only the Father knows.  So it 
behoves us to be ever ready.  Rather than have our bags permanently packed, even if only 
metaphorically, we should live life to the full in the here and now but do so in a way that 
reflects the values of the gospel and as becomes those who already lives in the kingdom of 
God. 
 
That is really the challenge of Advent, to live devout, sober lives – the lifestyle 
recommended by the apostle Peter to the early Christians – such that, were he to suddenly 
appear, the Lord would recognise us as belonging to him.  We can thus approach the 
future without fear, in full confidence that we are already living the life that will fully 
blossom in the world to come.  As of 17 December the Church will give us permission to 
take our eyes off that distant horizon of the close of the age and look forward to 
celebrating again the Lord’s Nativity on 25 xii.  So, it will be legitimate to sing that 
favourite Advent hymn “O come, o come Emmanuel” which I have been hearing across the 
supermarket tannoy systems since late November.  We are invited by the Church to make 
the best possible use of the latter part of Advent and to prepare our souls, as well as our 
larders and freezers, for the celebration of Christmas Day. 
 
Father Patrick 
 


