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Evening 2: Church Recognition of Sanctity 
 

Canonization: This is the official endorsement of the cult of a 
particular saint.  This has been a papal monopoly since the end 
of the 10th century and what it involves is that: (1) the virtues of 
a candidate are recognised as being outstanding and worthy of 
imitation; (2) the official decision is made after a lengthy 
inquiry de vita et moribus; (3) a miracle/miracles attributed to 
the candidate’s intercession are proven; (4) the candidate is 
listed in the canon/list of the saints; (5) his/her feast is 
included in the Roman Missal and Roman Brieviary; (6) his/her 
tomb approved as a place of pilgrimage.  Canonization follows 
beatification and is the exclusive prerogative of the Pope. 
 
Hagiography: The lives of the saints was perhaps the earliest 
form of popular Christian literature.  The lives of the Martyrs go 
back to late Antiquity.  Hagiography is the study of the lives of 
the saints: these comprise passions of the martyrs, biographies 
of the saints, hymns in honour of the saints.  There is a vast 
literature and a group of Jesuits began producing scientific 
editions of these lives, Acta Sanctorum, established a 
periodical, Analecta Bolandiana, with scholarly articles about 
this ancient and medieval literature.  The Bollandists work from 
a base in Brussels where the Jesuits, ever since the 18th century, 
have been working on hagiographical texts. 
 
Martyrology: a calendar of the saints which lists all the saints 
venerated on a particular day.  It is frequently read in the 
refectory of monasteries and religious houses before supper 
each evening. 
 
 



 
The Life and Canonization of St. Thomas Cantilupe, Bishop of 
Hereford ( b. 1218, + 1282, Cd. 1320) 
 

 The life of Thomas Cantilupe: noble origins, studies at 
Oxford, Orleans and Paris; Chancellor of Oxford 
University; rector of ten parishes in England; canon of 
Lichfield, London and Hereford; Bishop of Hereford 
(1275); death at Montefiascone (1282); Canonization by 
Pope John XXII (1320) 

 Post-mortem cult, Hereford Cathedral 

 Informative Inquiry (1307 – London & Hereford) 

 Postulatory Letters pre- and post-inquiry 

 Discussions of evidence at papal curia (Avignon) 

 Canonization 
 
Canonization in 20th/21st Centuries 
 

 Church politics and canonization: Maria Goretti, Pope 
Pius X, Martin de Porres, Therese of Lisieux 

 The Canonizations of Pope John Paul II 

 The Canonization of Oscar Romero & John Henry 
Newman 

 
 


