
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends who visit our Parish Website, 
 
On Friday last children across the world, in most cases with the support of their 
teachers and parents, took a day off school to draw the attention of politicians and 
world leaders to the urgent need to do something about reversing climate change.  
The Minister for Education, Gavin Williamson, was particularly churlish about the 
children’s action, and his insistence that they would have been better off in school, 
sounded particularly hollow particularly as he is part of a government which forced 
our elected public representatives into an involuntary month’s holiday.  Thirty or 
more days, not just one day!  For those children, such as the pupils at St. Anne’s 
School, who spent most of their day on the premises and only betook themselves to 
the streets for a few hours, their minds were still focused on climate change.  There 
were classes dedicated to the natural world, books inspired by humanity’s 
relationship with the animal kingdom, and projects about conservation of energy 
and recycling being explored in an age-appropriate way. 
 
I made a visit to the school and was very impressed by just how up-to-date our 
children were on so many aspects of the climate change issue.  So when they did 
take to the streets at 14.00 hrs, they knew why?  And I am sure that the same was 
true of children and young people from Sydney to Paris, to Brussels to London, and, 
in company with Greta Thunberg, to New York.  The UN General Assembly is due to 
convene on Monday and the principal item on its agenda this year is climate change 
and environmental protection.  The children are begging us not to destroy the 
legacy they are entitled to inherit from us.  Indeed, it is our adult duty to hand them 
on a world which is better rather than worse than the world over which we and our 
elected representatives have stewardship.  But on the big issues I always like to pose 
the question: et tu Brute?  What are you doing about it?  What am I as an individual 
(citizen/consumer/adult) doing in my own day-to-day behaviour?  [I have to 
confess to have taken my holiday in the Alps but, before I booked my ticket with BA, 
I did investigate the possibility of taking the train to my destination.  The answer is: 
difficult, tiring and – yes! – much more expensive].  Do I use public transport 
whenever possible?  Do I keep the heating at moderate level during winter?  Do I 
recycle paper, glass and plastic? 
 
The next question is whether we as a parish community can do something more to 
meet what the school children expect of us?  Lifestyle choices are very personal, but 
if all of us were to tweak our choice of holiday destination, our model of car, and 
maximise our use of our bus pass, the collective impact would be considerable.  We 
might reflect on the environmental dimension of our gospel reflection a little more 
frequently over the coming year.  We have a serious duty as adults to reflect on how 
the decisions we take about our use of the gifts we have been given – our health, 
wealth, property – may diminish the legacy we hand on to our children.  The 
created universe is God’s gift to us, we are mere tenants on the globe, so we have a 
moral duty to respect, care for and improve what in his profligate generosity God 
has given us. 
 
Father Patrick     


