
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and Visitors to the Parish Website, 
 
This week’s reflection comes from a foreign location as I am still on holiday.  Most of us 
use our annual vacation to take a legitimate break from our work assignment and try to 
think of our day-to-day activities as little as possible.  We feel that if we have fulfilled our 
duties to the best of our abilities during the year we deserve a break.  Part of our 
motivation in taking our holiday as seriously as we take our work is that we will return to 
the principal activity of our life with renewed energy and enthusiasm.  I like to walk in the 
mountains, I love the fresh air, the clear blue skies and I find the physical exercise 
challenging and exciting.  And there is that great relief on the downward slope and the 
refreshing drink at a café as the sun descends in the west.  But, just as I work as a priest 
throughout the year, the priestly character and identity follow me to the Alps too.  So, my 
long walks offer me time for reflection less on the life back at the ranch with its graces and 
challenges, than for reflection on the grace of state as it shapes my priestly life. 
 
No one I meet or encounter on the road is aware, unless I choose to tell them, that I am a 
priest.  The same, of course, applies to a doctor, lawyer or politician on his/her vacation.  I 
generally take the past as read: for good or ill, the things that occurred in the past are done 
and dusted.  There are always lessons to be learned, improvements suggest themselves on 
the basis of past experience, and our identity in today’s world can always be refracted 
against a very different identity that applies in the past.  Of no profession or vocation is 
this more true than of the priesthood. The multiple crises in which the Catholic 
priesthood has been engulfed over the past quarter century have altered for ever the public 
perception of the priest and his sense of his own calling.  Too much dwelling on the past, 
indulging in nostalgic reflection on how it was in the good old days, or resorting to a 
spirituality of priesthood fashioned when the world and Church were very different, helps 
us confront the challenges of the present.  So, I think responsible reflection on possible 
futures – such as those I outlined last week – are more constructive and helpful.  And a tip 
for readers: while the priest is away, reflecting as he may be from time to time on his own 
identity, it might be also good for us to reflect on our identity too and on the possibilities 
a sound understanding of who we are and of what gifts we have may help us to get a grip on 
how we too can contribute to the life of the Church and help it grow. 
 
Father Patrick 
 
 


