
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and Visitors to the Parish website, 
 
Last Sunday was the feast of St. John-Marie Vianney, curé of Ars.  He is the patron saint of 
diocesan clergy and of parish priests in particular.  By coincidence it was the turn of our 
parish to pray for priestly vocations on 4 August, something we did by having Exposition 
from 15.00 to 18.00 which we closed with Benediction.  The feast of the curé of Ars did not 
pass Pope Francis by either.  He availed of the occasion to write to the world’s diocesan 
priests.  It was a remarkable and most welcome letter.  A number of my priest friends drew 
my attention to it before I had the chance to peruse it for myself.  It is important in this 
regard to recall that, even though he was many years a bishop, Jorge Bergoglio is not only the 
first Jesuit to be Bishop of Rome but also the first in almost two centuries not to himself have 
been a secular/diocesan priest.  Pope Benedict XVI, even if he spent most of his life before 
becoming Archbishop of Munich as a university professor and professional theologian and 
author, was always keen to emphasise that he belonged to the ranks of the diocesan clergy 
and that most of his confrères and class-mates from the seminary were in parochial ministry. 
 
The clergy always felt they had in Pope Benedict XVI a friend and someone who valued their 
ministry and role in the Church.  It is particularly reassuring now to discover that Pope 
Francis too not only supports but appreciates the ministry and hard work done in parishes 
across the globe by the diocesan clergy.  Moreover, he acknowledges that many priests are 
finding life difficult, that they feel beleaguered, that their ministry seems to be bearing little 
tangible fruit.  The Pope is also keen to emphasize for those priests reading his letter, as well 
as to the Church as a whole, that there is a particular place in his heart and in his prayer for 
those priests who have been side-lined from the mainstream life of the Church, all too often 
very unjustly.  No priest falls outside the embrace of his pastoral compassion and love.  It is 
important to emphasise the positive welcome this 4 August papal letter has received among 
the ranks of the clergy as one had the impression that Pope Francis, so keen to reach out to 
those who previous pontiffs had not perhaps reached, and eager to raise urgent issues left 
heretofore in the shadows, had been taking the ministry of priests, especially the diocesan 
clergy, for granted. 
 
St. John-Marie Vianney himself lived a very humble, withdrawn life in his parish of Ars in the 
foothills of the Alps.  So great was his reputation as a confessor that special trains were 
chartered from Paris to bring penitents to his modest confessional.  Nonetheless, his day-to-
day work as a PP in Ars was no different in many respects to that of priests in parishes today.  
Most of parochial work is done by priests beneath the radar, and that is as they would wish it 
to be.  Pope Francis’s letter on the occasion of 4 August, with its theological insights and 
home-spun advice, is a welcome acknowledgement of the average priest’s work and, at a time 
when priestly spirits often flag, praise and affirmation right from the top.  The Successor of 
Peter has injected fresh energy into those in the ranks and impressed on the Church that the 
ideals represented by the curé of Ars, re-affirmed by Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI, 
are still dear to the Holy Father’s heart. 
 
Father Patrick 


