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“The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send labourers to his harvest.” 

Luke 10, 2 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Week 14 in Ordinary Time 

 
Saturday      6th July    10.00   Dec’d of Hampson & Taylor   
Feria in Ordinary Time       family (JF) 
        

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  
Saturday      6th July 17.30  William & Elsie O’Brien 
Sunday   7th July 10:00  Eddie Moran 
  18:30        People of the parish  

Monday 8th July 09.15  Mgr Paul Watson RIP (JF)  
Feria in Ordinary Time     
Tuesday 9th July  09.15 The Martin family 
Feria in Ordinary Time       

Wednesday  10th July  09.15 Privae intention 
Feria in Ordinary Time            

Thursday      11th July  08.00 Private intention 
Feast: St Benedict  
Friday          12th July    12.30   Benefactors of Johnson Fund  
Feria in Ordinary Time             

Saturday    13th  July    10.00  Michael Martin    
Feria in Ordinary Time       
               
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  

Saturday    13th  July   17.30 Zygmunt Powiecki RIP 
Sunday 14th  July  10.00 Karolina Sprlakova 

       18.30  People of the parish 

Confessions:   Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 

 16.45 - 17.15 

Exposition  

& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C – Luke):  Most of us follow the 
news closely.  We have round-the-clock news channels on TV, we have websites 
which feed us news, Radio Four brings us in-depth news analysis in four large 
chunks every day and the print media too bring us news each morning.  Some of 
the news is good – major discoveries in medical research in recent weeks, the appar-
ent break-through in relations between the USA and North Korea – but a lot of 
news depresses and upsets us.  The IICSA interim report on the Birmingham Dio-
cese, the melting of the polar ice caps, failures to support the Paris Climate Agree-
ment, rising knife crime in London are but a few of the current news items which 
we listen to or read about with a heavy heart.  The most superficial acquaintance 
with history suggests that, however distressing the current flow of news is, there is 
nothing new under the sun.  And just as we hope for a better tomorrow, the bibli-
cal tradition on which our faith is based assures us that this is an understandable 
hope and that the kingdom of God which was at the heart of Jesus’ preaching is 
still dawning in our world.  It is legitimate for us to hope in what it promises and 
the scripture readings at today’s Mass articulate the hopes which have always been 
at the heart of the Judeo-Christian tradition, especially at times which seemed grim 
and where wickedness was apparently winning the upper hand. 

First Reading (OT): Isaiah 66, 10 – 14: Thanks to a decree of the Persian king Cy-
rus the Jews were able as the 6th century BC drew to a close to return from exile in 
Babylon to their own land.  It was not an uncomplicated return: other peoples had 
taken possession of their land and property, other deities were being worshipped 
by them, and the temple needed to be rebuilt.  And yet in the midst of all that de-
pressing misery, Isaiah speaks a message of hope.  He speaks the message of salva-
tion particularly to the poor, the oppressed and those who had been in prison. 
God will liberate his people and a reign of justice will be inaugurated.  He ascribes 
feminine qualities to the new Jerusalem: she will nurture and nourish her people, 
comfort them and succour them at her breast.  An image of a God who expresses 
his life by caring and by lifting his beloved people’s spirits. 

Second Reading (NT): Galatians 6, 14 – 18: Paul has been presenting his creden-
tials to the Galatians, his Jewish roots and his Christian identity.  Here he is at the 
end of his letter to them and he stresses his identity with Jesus Christ.  He insists 
that he too has been crucified (albeit metaphorically): peace and mercy matter 
more in qualifying as a Christian than whether or not one is circumcised. 

Gospel: Luke 10, 1 – 9: At the time of Jesus there were many in Israel in a fever of 
expectation about the imminent coming of the kingdom of God.  Jesus, in an-
nouncing the arrival of that kingdom with the inauguration of his own mission, 
was tapping into feelings and longings shared by many of his contemporaries.  In 
despatching the seventy-two to visit the villages of Palestine and preach the message 
of peace and justice, he was cultivating the ground in anticipation of the arrival of 
the kingdom. 
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ROCK ‘N’ ALE FESTIVAL 
This year’s event will be held on Sat-
urday 13th July. It is a family event & 
this year’s festival will not only gener-
ate funds for the Motor Neuron Dis-
ease Association but also for the Par-
ish funds. There is a full bar, chil-
dren’s entertainment, four live bands 
& a hog roast. Tickets are £10 for 
adults, £5 for under 16’s and under 
5’s are free. 
Available after Mass or by calling 
0118 958 4498 during office hours or 
visit www.facebook.com/rocknale  .  

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Gift Aid   £136.04   
Loose    £625.31 
Standing Orders  £459.00 
Apostleship of sea 266.10 

THE FEDERATION OF ST ANNE’S 
AND ST MARTIN’S GOVERNING 
BODY are looking for new governors 
to support their wonderful schools. 
They are particularly looking for peo-
ple who have the following experi-
ence / skills: legal, HR, finance and 
marketing. If you would like to find 
out more information, please email 
Y v o n n e  M u b a n g a  a t 
cog@stmartins.reading.sch.uk 

BINGO  
Friday 12th July at 7.30pm in the Cena-
cle. Tickets £3. All welcome. Why not 
bring a friend and enjoy an evening of 
good company. 

GAMES NIGHT Children aged 7 (school 
year 3) and up together with a parent or 
guardian are invited to join us for a games 
night in the cenacle from 6 - 7pm (please 
note correction of time) on 8th July. For 
further details and to RSVP please contact  
simonandhilarysmart@gmail.com. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 

On admission to Royal Berkshire Hospi-
tal all Catholics should inform the hospi-
tal staff that they are Roman Catholic 
and if they wish to have Communion or 
see a Priest. All arrangements in RBH 
are “Patient Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr 
JP Lyttle Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 
0118 322 7105 

SECOND COLLECTION 14TH JULY 
for Peter’s Pence after all Masses.  This 
supports the Pope in all  charitable en-
deavours. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Amy and 
Derek who were married here last Satur-
day. May they have many long and happy 
years together. 
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