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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 27/28 July 2019 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you.” 

Luke 11, 9  

 

Masses and Intentions 
Week 17 in Ordinary Time 

 
Saturday      27th July    No Mass    
Feria in Ordinary Time        
        

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  
 
Saturday      27th July 17.30  Richard O’Brien RIP 
Sunday   28th July 10:00  James Patrick O’Rourke RIP 
  18:30        People of the parish  
 

Monday  29th July No Mass  
Memorial: St Martha     
Tuesday 30th July  No Mass  
Feria in Ordinary Time        

Wednesday  31st July  No Mass  
Memorial: St Ignatius Loyola          

Thursday       1st August No Mass  
Memorial: St Alphonsus Mary de’Ligouri        
Friday          2nd August 12.30 Nicola Mary Watson RIP  
Feria in Ordinary Time             

Saturday    3rd August   10.00   Bernadette Ward RIP 
Feria in Ordinary Time   13.00   Wedding service : Nutt—Norris
              
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  

Saturday    3rd August  17.30 Zygmunt Powiecki RIP 
Sunday 4th August  10.00 Jan Sprlak RIP 

   18.30 People of the parish 

Confessions:      Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 
          16.45 - 17.15 
Exposition  
& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 
Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C – Luke): The principal thing we 
do when we gather in church on the Lord’s Day is that we pray.  The celebrant of 
the liturgy prays on our behalf, using the same words that the Pope in Rome, 
priests in mission territories or priests in other parts of our diocese use on this 
same day. Equally important however are the prayers we make ourselves, before or 
after Mass, in thanksgiving after Communion or as we listen to the scripture read-
ings or the homily.  And then there are the bidding prayers, peculiar to our wor-
shipping community at Our Lady & St. Anne.  Even though we have many occa-
sions for prayer and even though praying is something we have been doing since 
our childhood, most of us find it difficult.  And, as the scripture readings today 
remind us, most of us have the same understanding of it.  We know that praise of 
God is prayer, that thanksgiving too is prayer, and that the prayer of repentance 
we say after we have been to confession heals our fractured relationship with God.  
But for most of us, prayer means asking, pleading, begging.  We call it the prayer 
of petition.  And it is that prayer that is at the centre of our preoccupation at Mass 
this weekend.  It is good to learn that Jesus’ closest friends, the Apostles and disci-
ples, had difficulty praying and did not quite know what it involved.  So, Jesus 
taught them the ‘Our Father’ and ever since the earliest days of the Church it has 
been central to the lives of all Christians.  In the divided Christendom of today 
the ‘Our Father’ remains, together with the Sacrament of Baptism, something all 
Christians share in common.  The ‘Our Father’ combines prayer with petition.  
And it is a prayer which arouses deep emotions among Christians, hence the con-
troversy over recent moves by Pope Francis to change the Italian wording of the 
‘Our Father’s closing phrase. 
First Reading (OT): Genesis 18, 20 – 32: This text from the OT raises a number 
of moral questions.  The collective sin of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, the 
individual responsibility of each individual citizen, and whether the punishment 
of the community can be justified when it is known that some of the citizens, albe-
it a small number, are righteous.  In the age of the nuclear deterrent and indis-
criminate firing of missiles or dropping of napalm, such questions are very much 
of our time.  And we see Abraham bargaining with God, begging, asking and suc-
ceeding in pleading: is it for mercy or for justice, or for the avoiding of injustice? 
Second Reading (NT): Colossians 2, 12 – 14: The Sacrament of Baptism, the port 
of entry into the Christian community which was practiced from the very earliest 
days of the Church is linked here by Paul to the paschal mystery of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  Through Baptism we are re-born into the life enjoyed by Jesus 
in glory. 
Gospel: Luke 11, 1 – 13: The Jesus of Luke’s gospel is the Jesus who prays and, as 
today’s extract indicates, teaches others how to pray, what words to use.  And he is 
not shy about encouraging his disciples to beg, to persist in prayers of petition.  
And to make his point he chooses examples of situations from ordinary life. 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Gift Aid £115.62    Loose £533.55 
Standing Orders                     £459.00 
Rock n Ale          £3,203.90 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 
On admission to Royal Berkshire 
Hospital all Catholics should inform 
the hospital staff that they are Roman 
Catholic and if they wish to have 
Communion or see a Priest. All ar-
rangements in RBH are “Patient 
Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr JP Lyttle 
Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 0118 
322 7105 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY (SVP) RECRUITMENT 
The SVP is a charitable organisation 
that reaches out to the vulnerable in the 
local area through visiting among other 
things. Do you think that you would like 
to know more about what they do and 
possibly join the group? If so, contact 
the parish office who will put you in 
touch with someone who will explain in 
more detail. 

JOINING THE CLEAN TEAM 
Each weekend the church is beautifully 
clean which is down to a small team of 
dedicated cleaners to whom we are very 
grateful. Would you like to make your 
own contribution by sparing an hour or 
two to help with hoovering, polishing 
etc. on either a Monday or Wednesday 
morning from 10am onwards? Not nec-
essarily a weekly commitment, if there 
are enough people we could build up 
teams to spread the load. Knock on the 
sacristy door after Mass on Mon/Wed 
or ring the office for info. Families 
more than welcome . 

ROCK N ALE  

A huge thank you to all those who 
were involved in the organising and 
running of the Rock and Ale event 
this year. It was a brilliant evening 
and a fantastic overall profit of 
£4,474.32 was made. From this, a 
cheque for £2,237.16  has been sent 
to the Motor Neurone Disease Associ-
ation in memory of a former  
parishioner. 

ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS 
TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

Sunday 4 August is the Feast of St. John 
Marie Vianney, the curé of Ars and the 
patron saint of the parochial/diocesan 
clergy.  It is a wonderful coincidence 
that the Archdiocese of Birmingham has 
designated Our Lady & St. Anne as the 
location for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in intercession for Vocations 
to the Priesthood on that 
day.  Exposition will commence at 15.00 
hrs. and close with Benediction at 17.50 
hrs.  We will print a rota sheet so that 
parishioners can inscribe their names 
and a time at which they will come to 
the church for adoration.  The rota 
sheet will be on the notice board in the 
narthex. Ideally we would like to have 2 
people for each half hour. 
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