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“It is Mary who has chosen the better part;  
it is not to be taken from her.” 

Luke 10, 42 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Week 16 in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Saturday      20th July    10.00   Isabelle Mary Margaret Kay (JF)  
Feria in Ordinary Time        
        

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  
 
Saturday      20th July 17.30  Chris Gaughan RIP  
Sunday   21st July 10:00  Patricia Durrant RIP 
    (10th Anniversary) 
  18:30        People of the parish  
 

Monday  22nd July 09.15  Sara Hughes RIP 
Fesat: St Mary Magdalene     
Tuesday 23rd July  09.15 David Moore 
Feast: St Brigid   (school Mass)      

Wednesday  24th July  09.15 Jackie Clyne RIP 
Feria in Ordinary Time           

Thursday       25th July  No Mass  
Feria in Ordinary Time         
Friday          26th July  No Mass    
Feria in Ordinary Time             

Saturday    27th  July   No Mass    
Feria in Ordinary Time       
               
 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C  

Saturday    28th  July  17.30 Richard O’Brien RIP 
Sunday 29th  July   10.00 James Patrick O’Rourke RIP 

   18.30 People of the parish 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C – Luke): Summer is a time when 
most of us either are in receipt of or exercise ourselves hospitality.  Friends or fam-
ily come to our house to stay, we often visit friends or family abroad, or at least 
with barbecues, summer parties or just the casual visit we all experience hospitality 
or enjoy sharing it with others.  Hospitality is the theme of both our OT and our 
Gospel reading today.  The challenges which a multi-cultural society such as ours 
raise when it comes to hospitality are many: what food do we serve; do we kiss, 
hug or simply shake hands in greeting; where do we seat people at table; what is 
the etiquette at a barbecue, are we sensitive to people’s “environmental” sensitivi-
ties, do we have a vegan/vegetarian option?  The rules and conventions governing 
hospitality and etiquette may have changed since Jesus’ day but the chances are, 
judging by some of the feathers Pope Francis has ruffled, that Jesus too were he 
with us today might take decisions about whose hospitality he might accept and 
on which terms which could dismay and upset us as much as he did his own con-
temporaries. 

First Reading (OT): Genesis 18, 1 – 10: This story of hospitality has been loaded 
with layers of theological interpretation by the Church Fathers and later genera-
tions of Christians.  The 15th century Russian Andrei Rublev produced an icon 
which depicts the three visitors as three angels, and the clear suggestion is that 
they are disguises worn by the three persons of the Trinity.  Taken at face value 
and seen in its early OT setting, the story and the way it exalts the virtue of hospi-
tality is profoundly spiritual in its message.  It contains all the elements we associ-
ate with hospitality today: people on a journey, people who are tired and in need 
of rest and shelter, people who need a wash, people who are hungry and welcome 
being fed, and the human company and conversation enjoyed by both visitor and 
the visited, by both guest and host.  And the last line indicates just how profound-
ly the lives of Abraham and Sarah are changed by their exercise of hospitality. 

Second Reading (NT): Colossians 1, 24 – 28: The fact that Paul seems to rejoice in 
suffering and experiences in it an identity with Jesus strikes us as strange and un-
palatable.  And yet for early Christians, for those in the community at Colossae to 
whom Paul is here writing, the notion of suffering was something they took for 
granted and took pride in it because, precisely, it drew them closer to Christ. 

Gospel: Luke 10, 38 – 42: Jesus chose to keep the company of people who had no 
important role in society.  He lived in the provinces anyway and always mixed with 
and visited ordinary people who, had they not been visited by him, would never 
have figured in the history of humanity (like 99.9% of the human race before the 
CCTV and Big Data put us all on record!).  Here we find him visiting friends, 
Martha and Mary.  This incident highlights the choices all hosts/hostesses and 
guests find themselves making.  Most of us see Mary as the couch potato, Martha 
as the worker, and our sympathies are on Martha’s side.  Yet Jesus suggests that 
Mary, in sitting and listening to him (the Word of God), takes the better option. 

The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy  
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ATTEND RISE THEATRE’S YOUTH 
SUMMER SCHOOL 15TH – 18TH AU-
GUST FOR JUST £65 

Up to 10 bursaries are available for 
Catholic young people aged 12 to 18 
from the Reading parishes to attend 
RISE Theatre’s Summer School at St 
Cassian’s in Kintbury (btwn Newbury & 
Hungerford). Normally £265 (incl. ac-
commodation & meals) the bursaries 
will enable young people to go for just 
£65. For an application form please 
email Michele at ad-
min@risetheatre.co.uk - to qualify, appli-
cants will need to briefly outline why 
they would benefit from a bursary and 
obtain a supporting signature from their 
parish priest or headteacher. See 
www.risetheatre.co.uk/summer-school 
about how the summer school is a great 
opportunity for young people with a pas-
sion for drama, music & art to explore 
their faith in a creative way..  

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Gift Aid £130.43     Loose £528.61 
Standing Orders                     £459.00 
Peter’s Pence   £261.12 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 

On admission to Royal Berkshire Hospi-

tal all Catholics should inform the hospi-

tal staff that they are Roman Catholic 

and if they wish to have Communion or 

see a Priest. All arrangements in RBH 

are “Patient Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr 

JP Lyttle Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 

0118 322 7105 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
READIFOOD COLLECTION AT 
CAVERSHAM WAITROSE 

on Saturday 27th July to Sunday 28th 
July  from 10am to 4pm. Are you able 
to offer a couple of hours of your time 
to help? Sign up on our website for this 
month https://readifood.org.uk/keep-
me-updated/  

and volunteer for specific weekends via 
https://readifood.org.uk/supermarkets/   
or please call 0118 9872 672. 

JOINING THE CLEAN TEAM 
Each weekend the church is beautifully 
clean which is down to a small team of 
dedicated cleaners to whom we are very 
grateful. Would you like to make your 
own contribution by sparing an hour or 
two to help with hoovering, polishing etc. 
on either a Monday or Wednesday morn-
ing from 10am onwards? Not necessarily 
a weekly commitment, if there are enough 
people we could build up teams to spread 
the load. Knock on the sacristy door after 
Mass on Mon/Wed or ring the office for 
info. Families more than welcome during 
the holidays. 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Term finishes on Tuesday 23rd July and 
we wish all those who have worked hard 
all year at school a peaceful, restful break 
when they can hopefully recharge their 
batteries once more.  
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