
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners and those of you who happen upon this reflection through visiting our 
website: may the Lord’s Day be blessed for you and bonne fête nationale for those of you 
celebrating le quatorze juillet. 
 
France is our closest continental neighbour and even if, from a political and institutional 
point of view we are distancing ourselves from the French nation thanks to Brexit, the links 
with the country and its people remain strong.  More British families have second homes in 
France than in any other country and I imagine that, in so far as they have a second 
language in which they are comfortable, the English opt for French.  Paris is the most 
visited capital city in Europe, there is a direct link by train from London and, even if they 
feel sometimes the French make them few concessions, English tourists are the most 
numerous.  All of us have strong associations with France: three hundred and sixty different 
cheeses, Burgundy and Bordeaux (which the English still call claret), high-end fashion and 
haute couture, fragrances, and many in the UK drive French cars. 
 
Our spiritual links with France are strong too, particularly for those of us who are Catholic.  
Every diocese in the country has an annual pilgrimage to Lourdes, St. Therese of Lisieux is 
among the most popular of our saints, the curé of Ars is patron saint of our parochial clergy 
(this year, by coincidence, our designated parish day of prayer for priestly vocations is 
Sunday 4 August, the feast of St. Jean-Marie Vianney).  The priestly spirituality which has 
shaped, inspired and fortified the secular clergy for over three centuries, not least as until 
the early nineteenth century so many English priests had their seminary training in France, 
is that of the French school: St. Sulpice seminary in Paris, and St. Vincent de Paul who did 
so much to revive parish life in the France of his day and for generations to come. 
 
Not all that the French brought these islands was quite so positive: the emigré priests who 
left France and the Revolution and became the first professors at St. Patrick’s College, 
Maynooth, the seminary in which Irish secular clergy were formed and educated for over 
two hundred years, introduced Jansenism into the bloodstream of the Irish clergy and are to 
some extent responsible for that particularly Irish understanding of sin and guilt.  France 
prided itself on being known as la fille ainée de l’Église (the eldest daughter of the Church) 
and the French monarch right up to 1789 was known as le roi trés chretien (the most 
Christian king) and was an honorary canon of St. John Lateran (a position taken up with 
pride by Emmanuel Macron).  France’s contribution to Catholic theology (some of the most 
distinguished periti/experts at Vatican II were French: Yves Congar, Henri de Lubac, Jean 
Danielou), to spirituality (Francis de Sales, Vincent de Paul, Therese of Lisieux) and to 
Church architecture (Notre Dame de Paris, Chartres, etc,) are without parallel.  So, on this 
day when the secular Republic and the Revolution are being acknowledged and celebrated, 
it might also be good to salute the great spiritual and cultural heritage of Catholic France 
and give thanks for how the French enriched the wider Catholic world, including ourselves. 
 
Father Patrick 


