
Sunday between Ascension and Pentecost (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Last week you were left without a Reflection and for that I crave indulgence.  I was away for 
a couple of days and with a mind preoccupied by matters other than the spiritual welfare 
of the parish (not that the latter is ever far from my mind!) I simply did not get around to 
writing a text.  I am grateful to our bishops for many things of course, but the one recent 
move they have made for which I am particularly grateful is that they restored Ascension 
to Thursday.  This may mean that for some working people getting to Mass on a weekday 
is more difficult, although the extra effort is no harm either.  Observing Ascension on the 
Thursday of the sixth week of Easter means it is just forty days (a very important number 
in our biblical tradition) after the Resurrection, and that we are left with a full ten days to 
Pentecost.  It means we can make a novena to the Holy Spirit. 
 
All the prayers to the Holy Spirit, all the great hymns in the Church’s tradition, are 
invitations and designed to be sung in anticipation of Pentecost: Veni Sancte Spiritus/Come 
Holy Spirit/Come down O Love Divine etc.  Before the liturgical reforms of Vatican II there 
was a Pentecost Octave which followed the feast, but it was abolished because it did not 
make much sense.  There are spores of the old Whitsun octave still left in that in some 
countries, e.g. Germany/Austria/Catholic cantons of Switzerland, Whit Monday is still 
considered a holy day and Eastertide only ends after Vespers on Monday rather than 
Sunday here.  It would be good were we to benefit from the opportunity to make a novena 
to the Holy Spirit ourselves and put these nine remaining days to Pentecost to optimal 
spiritual use.  [This letter will be posted on Thursday/Friday so that readers may pick up 
the idea of the novena for themselves].  And what might we ask the Spirit to bring when it 
comes? 
 
The Church tells us, and we tell young people preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, that the Spirit comes with seven gifts.  These gifts are designed to enrich 
the life of the whole Church, but they can also be beneficial to any local church 
community such as our parish, and they can also assist each of us individually in becoming 
better disciples of Jesus Christ.  They are designed to moderate our passions, to influence 
our decisions, and to help us to understand the Christian message more clearly.  They are 
also there as empowerments to apply that message more effectively in our day-to-day lives.  
At Ascension we came of age as disciples when Jesus entrusted to us his mission as yet 
unrealized at his departure, but the fulfilment of that mandate will only be effective if we 
are driven by the Spirit which on the day of Pentecost takes possession of our hearts and 
inflames them with God’s love.  So, a novena to the Holy Spirit makes sense: for us as 
individual disciples, for the local church family to which we belong, and for the whole 
Church.  Veni Sancte Spiritus!  Veni Creator Spiritus! 
 
Father Patrick 


