
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Dear Parishioners 
 
Each year on this fourth Sunday of Easter we encounter a Jesus who profiles himself as the 
Good Shepherd.  This was a very direct claim to being understood by his disciples and his 
contemporaries as displaying qualities the Jews had long ascribed to God.  The Lord is my 
shepherd (Psalm 21) was one of the ancient Jewish prayers still recited by the people of Jesus’ 
day, which has become incidentally the psalm that has enjoyed a cherished place in the 
Christian tradition too.  Jesus was thinking less about this identity of the Son with the Father 
in using this familiar image than about the relationship he hoped to enjoy with the people 
whom he numbered among his flock.  And in highlighting this image of the Good Shepherd 
in Eastertide the Church has always associated it with the risen Lord.  It is very much the 
Easter Jesus whom the Church understands to be the idealized shepherd.  He is continually 
with us, caring for us, leading us, protecting us and speaking to us in such a way that we 
readily understand him and immediately recognise his voice. 
 
With this notion of Jesus as Good Shepherd very much in mind, the Church avails of this 4th 
Sunday of Easter each year to remind us of the need not only to pray for priestly vocations, 
and support those who have responded to the call to train for priestly ordination and 
ministry as priests afterwards, but also to think of those priests who have long years of loyal 
service behind them.  An awareness of our need for good priests who are dedicated to the 
service of their people, as Jesus the Good Shepherd was, is particularly important at a time 
when the priesthood is under attack.  The Lord told us that he would never leave his flock 
untended, that even when labourers were few further labourers would be provided for the 
harvest as a result of prayer.  This week therefore we must reflect on what our priest means to 
us, think of what a vocation to a life of priestly service a celibate man receives entails, on 
what the Sacrament of Holy Orders signifies in the life of that celibate man on the day the 
bishop lays hands on him, and his brother priests welcome him into the fraternity of the 
priesthood, and of practical steps we can all take to encourage generous men who are free to 
embrace those challenges which Holy Orders will ask of them to respond to that call to 
ministry which comes directly from Christ, the Good Shepherd. 
 
Most members of this parish community can realistically hope to experience the ministry of a 
number of priests into the future.  It is a legitimate question to ask where are they now, from 
whence shall they come when the priest we have is asked to move on, and how are our future 
priests being prepared and formed for the ministry we have a right to expect of them.  All 
these questions come to mind on Good Shepherd Sunday.  The image we have is of a Good 
Shepherd who leads, follows, takes care and provides.  He will only know where to lead if he 
too is committed to proclaiming and implanting the values of the kingdom of God; he will 
only know what to provide once we acquaint him with our needs; he will only be able to care 
for us effectively once he knows us.  As we await him and prepare for his arrival, we might 
reflect on our needs and our aspirations, and what it means to be part of a flock that prospers 
under the leadership of the Good Shepherd. 
 
Father Patrick 


