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Sixth Sunday of Easter, 26 May 2019 

‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ 

John 14, 23 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Sixth week of Easter 

 
Saturday    25th May    No Mass 
Easter feria   

Sixth Sunday of Easter           Year C  
Saturday    25th May 17.30  Baby Siobhan O’Dúill 

Sunday 26th May 10:00  Health/blessings Alojzia  
    & Jan Grestiakova  
  18:30        People of the parish  
   

Monday 27th May No Mass  
Feast: St Augustine of Canterbury     
Tuesday 28th May No Mass  
Easter feria             
Wednesday  29th May  11.30 Requiem Mass—Elizabeth  
Easter feria         ‘Lily’ Cosgrove RIP 
Thursday      30th May    09.15   James Francis Maghan RIP 
Solemnity: Ascension of The Lord  19.30   Repose of holy souls 
[Holy Day of obligation]   
Friday          31st  May    12.30   Lily Cosgrove RIP 
Feast: Visitation of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday    1st June    10.00   Repose of holy souls 
Easter feria 

       
Seventh Sunday of Easter Year C  
Saturday    1st June   17.30    Repose of holy souls 
Sunday 2nd June   10.00    Brendan O’Rourke RIP 
      18.30    People of the parish    

Confessions:  Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 

 16.45 - 17.15 

Exposition  

& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year C – Luke): The Second Vatican Council, which 
impacted so much on the faith of those members of the congregation old 
enough to have lived through the years 1962 – 65 and their dramatic after-
math, is now history.  It was one of about twenty major ecumenical councils in 
the two-thousand year history of the Church.  Today we learn of the first 
which was held in Jerusalem in apostolic times.   It gathered a small group of 
people, some of whom had known Jesus and experienced him as risen, who 
had to tackle the enormous problems which arose in the primitive Christiani-
ty, reconcile their differences and believe that the Spirit would guide them in 
the right direction. As the third millennium moves forward, the Church has 
multiple crises to face, many of which are on the front pages of our newspapers 
or make the headlines on the TV News, yet we must resolutely press forward, 
believing in the Church and its future, believing too that the Spirit is with us 
to guide us in difficult and challenging times.  Just as the early Christians did. 

First Reading (NT): Acts 15, 1 – 2, 22 – 29: That some non-Jews were receiving 
Baptism in the diaspora communities where Jews lived among the Gentiles 
shocked and angered some in the mother Church of Jerusalem.  In its earliest 
days Christianity was regarded less as a new religion than yet another sect in 
Judaism.  Paul went to Jerusalem to argue the case of those who had converted 
directly from the pagan religions of Asia Minor without first embracing the 
Law of Moses and observing the customs that such an embrace entailed.  This 
was the first ecumenical council of the Church.  Paul persuaded his coreligion-
ists in Jerusalem to compromise and welcome Gentiles, while asking certain 
concessions of them as well.  The Spirit was active in effecting an agreement 
and thus giving a great boost to the missionary endeavour of Paul and his com-
panions in the Gentile world. 

Second Reading (NT): Revelation 21, 10 – 14, 22 – 23: By the time John wrote 
this passage the Jerusalem temple had been razed to the ground and the city of 
Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans.  When the prophet Ezekiel was writing 
the original temple had been destroyed and he claimed that God had left his 
holy city, deserted it.  As the first century closed many Jews must have felt the 
same and perhaps Christians too mourned the loss of the temple.  John bor-
rows the language used five centuries earlier by Ezekiel to describe how God 
restores his temple to describe the new relationship between God and humani-
ty, no longer on earth but in heaven.  He depicts heaven as the new Jerusalem 
and here there will be no temple because God and the Lamb will be fully pre-
sent and their light will illumine the whole city day and night. 

Gospel: John 14, 23 – 29: This reading is a further extract from Jesus’ discourse 
at the Last Supper and, with the Jerusalem temple now gone (something Jesus 
had predicted rather than himself seen), God would dwell with his people 
through the power of his Spirit.  Jesus promises that the Spirit will be sent and 
he will be an advocate, he will act as our defence counsel against an unbeliev-
ing world.   

Readings for Sunday’s Mass  
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or by request from the parish office. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 
On admission to Royal Berkshire Hospi-
tal all Catholics should inform the hospi-
tal staff that they are Roman Catholic 
and if they wish to have Communion or 
see a Priest. All arrangements in RBH 
are “Patient Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr 
JP Lyttle Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 
0118 322 7105 

Last week’s collection 
Gift Aid £151.01  Loose £517.55 
Standing Orders              £484.00 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 
A collection for the work of Catholic 
Communications will be taken after all 
Masses next weekend, 1-2 June. 
On this day, we are encouraged to pray 
for all those professionals who work in 
Communications - particularly for those 
who are responsible for communicating 
on behalf of the Catholic Church in this 
country. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCEN-
SION OF THE LORD 

 Thursday 30th May is the solemni-
ty of the Ascension of The Lord. It 
is a holy day of obligation. Mass 
will be celebrated in the morning 
at 09.15hrs and in the evening at 
19.30hrs. 

A team of over 50 children and parents 
from St Anne's and St Martin's Catholic 
Primary Schools ran in the the Royal 
Berks mini mile, 3K and 10K races last 
Sunday 19th May. Please help them to 
raise money for much-needed school re-
sources by sponsoring them at https://
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
stannesrunners (St Anne's) & 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
stmartinspsaRoyalBerksraces2019 (St 
Martin's). The donation site is still open. 
Thank you! 

FAMILIES PREPARING FOR FIRST 
COMMUNION THIS YEAR 

Fr Patrick would like to meet with all the 
parents whose children are making their 
first communion this year (whichever 
school they attend) in the church briefly 
after Mass on Sunday 9th June. 

REST IN PEACE Please pray for the 
soul of Elizabeth ‘Lily’ Cosgrove who 
died recently and for those who mourn 
her. May she res1t in peace. Lily’s funeral 
will be here at Our Lady & St Anne’s on 
Wednesday 29th May at 11.30hrs. 

MEMORIAL MASS FOR JACK 
EYSTON A memorial Mass for Jack 
Eyston will be celebrated at 11.00hrs on 
Friday 31st May at the Oratory School 
Chapel, Woodcote, Reading, RG8 0PJ. 
All welcome. 

PENTECOST PRAISE & WORSHIP 
VIGIL at English Martyrs church on Fri-
day 7th June @ 7.30pm. Come and see. 

OLSA BSG will meet in the Cenacle after 
the funeral on Wednesday 29th May. 
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