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‘I give you a new commandment: love one another,  

just as I have loved you.’ 

John 13, 34 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Fifth week of Easter 

 
Saturday    18th May    10.00   Repose of Holy Souls 
Easter feria   

Fifth Sunday of Easter           Year C  
Saturday    18th May 17.30  People of the parish  

Sunday 19th May 10:00  Hughie Mitchell RIP  
  15.00  SVP service of anointing 
  18:30        Balsamo family 
   

Monday 20th May No Mass  

Easter feria     
Tuesday 21st May No Mass  
Easter feria             
Wednesday  22nd May  No Mass  
Easter feria 
Thursday      23rd May    No Mass   
Easter feria      
Friday          24th  May    No Mass   
Easter feria 
Saturday    25th May    No Mass   
Easter feria 

       
Sixth Sunday of Easter Year C  
Saturday    25th May    17.30        Baby Siobhan O’Dúill 
Sunday 26th May    10.00     Health/blessings Alojzia  
         & Jan Grestiakova 
     18.30 People of the parish    

Confessions:  Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 

 16.45 - 17.15 

Exposition  

& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year C – Luke): The strange sounding place-names of 
the first reading and the exotic symbolism of the second reading might seem 
far removed from our every-day lives as we sit in our familiar Church pew on a 
Sunday morning.  Is there any point at which we can connect with these texts?  
If we have ever heard a homily or listened to a reading which gave us new 
heart, or if we have ever been moved at the sight of a tear being gently wiped 
from the face of someone in sorrow, then these readings can speak to us.  For 
they are all about encouragement.  All of us from time to time need to know 
that we are not on our own, and we need also to be reminded that any words 
of encouragement that we can find for one another are rarely wasted. 

First Reading: Acts 14, 21 – 27: We encounter the intrepid apostles Paul and 
Barnabas, now revisiting the early communities they had already visited.  Their 
journey takes them back to Antioch in Pisidia, the scene of last week’s first 
reading.  It is clear from their experience that those who embrace the faith 
must be realistic about what it may involve for them.  Whether they are from 
Jewish or Gentile background, they are going to face great difficulties.  There-
fore Paul makes sure to appoint leaders who will be able to guide them 
through the difficult days that may lie ahead.  These are called ‘elders’ or 
‘presbyters’ and will have a vital role in ensuring the growth of the community.  
Having done this, Paul and Barnabas return to the starting point for their jour-
ney which was another Antioch.  This one was one of the largest cities of the 
Roman Empire and one of the first centres for the growth of the church.  In-
deed Luke tells us that it was here that followers of Jesus were first called 
‘Christians’ (Acts 11, 25 – 26).  On their return Paul and Barnabas are happy 
to share with their community the exciting news that God has brought the pa-
gans to faith. 

Second Reading (NT): Revelation 21, 1 – 5: Satan has been defeated. A final 
symbolic vision follows.  The descriptions of these heavenly battles are not pre-
dictions in any literal sense but are dramatic portrayals which show how the 
work of Jesus will triumph over the work of evil and sin.  In the previous chap-
ters the city of Rome as the centre of a pagan and hostile empire has stood for 
the realm of evil.  Now that evil has been defeated, the new Jerusalem appears, 
the city of God, set in a new heaven and a new earth.  In this new world order, 
God lives among his people and once again he is presented as the one who 
wipes away their tears.  The tender imagery points to the relationship between 
God the husband and his bride, the church.  Now for the first time in the en-
tire sweep of biblical history, the bond between God and his people is fully 
restored.  This is indeed a new creation. 

Gospel: John 13, 31 – 35: This is an extract from Jesus’ discourse at the Last 
Supper. Jesus explains that the passion to follow is the culmination of his life’s 
work.  His fidelity to the task of revealing God has brought him to the point 
where God is glorified in what he does.  Jesus has ‘loved to the end’; evil will 
not triumph. 

The readings for today’s Masses are to be found in Parish Mass Book : pp 
271-273 The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy  

or by request from the parish office. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 
On admission to Royal Berkshire Hospi-
tal all Catholics should inform the hospi-
tal staff that they are Roman Catholic 
and if they wish to have Communion or 
see a Priest. All arrangements in RBH 
are “Patient Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr 
JP Lyttle Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 
0118 322 7105 

Last week’s collection 
Gift Aid £151.01  Loose £517.55 
Standing Orders              £484.00 

SERVICE OF BLESSING AND 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  

The annual St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Service is next weekend  SUN 19 MAY 
at 15.00 in the Church followed by re-
freshments. All are welcome. Should an-
yone require transport to/from the Ser-
vice, please let Eddie Moran (958 2069) 
or any member of the Society know.  We 
look forward to seeing you at the Service. 

TEACHER RECRUITMENT 
Christ the King Catholic Primary 
School, Reading, is recruiting teachers 
for September.  Please see the school’s 
website for further details:   
http://www.christthekingreading.co.uk/
staff-vacancies/  

FR PATRICK: 
 Would you like to have your 

house blessed during this time be-
tween Easter and Pentecost? If so, 
sign up on the sheet at the back of 
the church  If you prefer not to 
leave your number on the sheet 
then contact the office to leave 
your details that way. 

GIFT AID UPDATE 
Thank you to all tax payers who already 
gift aid their weekly offering. 
If you are a tax payer and would like to 
start gift aiding your contributions new 
GDPR compliant forms are available at 
the back of the church. The professional-
ly produced leaflets are no longer valid. 

ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN MAK-
ING THEIR FIRST COMMUNION  

Fr Patrick would like to meet with all the 
parents whose children are making their 
first communion this year (whichever 
school they attend) in the church briefly 
after Mass on Sunday 9th June. 

REST IN PEACE 
Please pray for the soul of Elizabeth ‘Lily’ 
Cosgrove who died recently and for those 
who mourn her. May she res1t in peace. 
Lily’s funeral will be here at Our Lady & 
St Anne’s on Wednesday 29th May at 
11.30hrs. 

MEMORIAL MASS FOR JACK 
EYSTON 
A memorial Mass for Jack Eyston will be 
celebrated at 11.00hrs on Friday 31st May 
at the Oratory School Chapel, Woodcote, 
Reading, RG8 0PJ. All welcome. 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy
http://www.christthekingreading.co.uk/staff-vacancies/
http://www.christthekingreading.co.uk/staff-vacancies/

