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‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;  
I know them and they follow me.’ 

John 10, 27 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Fourth week of Easter 

 
Saturday    11th May    10.00   Pauline Murphy 
Easter feria   

Fourth Sunday of Easter           Year C  
Saturday    11th May 17.30  People of the parish  

Sunday 12th May 10:00  Joan Jiggens RIP   
  18:30        Vlasta [Ehrhardt family] 
   

Monday 13th May 19.30 Peggy Smyth RIP 
Easter feria     
Tuesday 14th May 09.15  Health/blessings Aloyzia &  
Easter feria         Jan Grestiakova    
Wednesday  15th May  09.15 Repose of holy souls 
Easter feria 
Thursday      16th May    08.00   Repose of holy souls 
Easter feria      
Friday          17th  May    12.30     Repose of holy souls 
Easter feria 
Saturday    18th May    10.00      Repose of holy souls 
Easter feria 

       
Fifth Sunday of Easter Year C  
Saturday    18th May    17.30        People of the parish 
Sunday 19th May    10.00     Hughie Mitchell RIP 
     18.30 Balsamo family 

Confessions:  Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 

 16.45 - 17.15 

Exposition  

& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year C – Luke): A superficial reading of the Acts of 
the Apostles might lead one to imagine that the early days of the church were 
so blessed by the presence of the Spirit that it was easy for the disciples to re-
main faithful and for the church to grow.  However, this was clearly not the 
case.  The first generations of believers were setting out on a journey into un-
charted territory and they faced huge problems, including marginalisation and 
even death.  The NT, both Acts and Revelation, is witnessing not to the ease 
with which they undertook their task but rather to their courage and openness 
in facing whatever came their way.  It is also a witness to their utter conviction 
that Jesus was with them through all their experiences. 

First Reading (NT): Acts 13, 14. 43 – 52: Paul finds himself in what is now the 
south of Turkey.  Consulting a map is useful to understand the demands of his 
first missionary journey.  Travel in those days was dangerous: weather, attacks 
by bandits and other factors combined to make any journey perilous.  This 
may well explain why John Mark, who had begun this journey with Paul and 
Barnabas, abandoned the project and returned to Jerusalem.  Paul did not 
speak or preach indiscriminately.  Rather in the towns he visited he went first 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath and spoke to his own people and to any Gen-
tile converts to Judaism who happened to be there.  It is clear that Paul was 
persuasive as a speaker, so much so that by the following week many more peo-
ple had come to hear him.  Unfortunately, some of the Jewish leaders were 
unnerved by Paul’s success and sought to have him driven out of the town.  
Even so, a seed had been sown and it was taking root in unexpected places, 
namely among the Gentiles.  This pattern would repeat itself in many of the 
towns Paul was to visit and it was thus that the church began to spread among 
both Jews and Gentiles. 

Second Reading (NT): Revelation 7, 9. 17 – 17: This scene once again invites 
the reader to consider what Jesus has achieved for those who have faith.  By 
means of a symbolic presentation of the heavenly liturgy, the early Christian 
community comes to an awareness that the salvation offered by ‘the Lamb’ ex-
tends to everyone. We already know that the Lamb refers to the crucified and 
risen Jesus who has conquered death.  The countless number of people who 
have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb refers to all the baptised 
who have endured persecution for their faith.  They now stand victorious (the 
symbol of the palm branch) before God and enjoy the blessings of God’s pres-
ence.  Never again will they know pain of suffering because Jesus, their good 
shepherd, has brought them home and God has wiped the tears away from 
their eyes. 

Gospel: John 10, 27 – 30: The focus is on the figure of the Good Shepherd – 
hence this day is dedicated to prayers for vocations to the priesthood.  The lan-
guage must be understood as reflecting the OT idea that God was shepherd to 
his people and that the kings of Israel were to follow his example.  Jesus here 
refers to himself as the good shepherd who is willing to lay down his life for his 
sheep.   
The readings for today’s Masses are to be found in Parish Mass Book : pp 269-270 The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy  

or by request from the parish office. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 
On admission to Royal Berkshire Hospi-
tal all Catholics should inform the hospi-
tal staff that they are Roman Catholic 
and if they wish to have Communion or 
see a Priest. All arrangements in RBH 
are “Patient Led”. Hospital Chaplain - Fr 
JP Lyttle Mobile: 07391 896559 / RBH: 
0118 322 7105 

Last week’s collection 
Gift Aid £157.90  Loose £442.04 
Standing Orders              £484.00 

THANK YOU FOR YEARS GIVEN 
AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Thank you to Betty and Angie who have 
been welcoming people to Mass on a 
Sunday evening for more years than they 
care to remember. Both of them would 
like to step down from this ministry and 
are looking for somebody to replace 
them. Are you somebody who enjoys 
meeting people and would like to greet 
people as they come in to Mass? You can 
work alongside experienced people to 
find out how things work. It would be 
great to get some new people involved. If 
you think this is something you would 
like to do, please contact the office or 
speak to Betty/Angie. 

CALLING ALL GIFT AIDERS 
If you are a gift aider and have changed 
your address in the last 12 months, 
please could you let the office know in 
the next week. Many thanks. 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND  
There will be a second collection after all 
Masses on this weekend of 11-12 May. 

SERVICE OF BLESSING AND 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  

The annual St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Service is next weekend  SUN 19 MAY 
at 15.00 in the Church followed by re-
freshments. All are welcome. Should an-
yone require transport to/from the Ser-
vice, please let Eddie Moran (958 2069) 
or any member of the Society know.  We 
look forward to seeing you at the Service. 

TEACHER RECRUITMENT 
Christ the King Catholic Primary 
School, Reading, is recruiting teachers 
for September.  Please see the school’s 
website for further details:   
http://www.christthekingreading.co.uk/
staff-vacancies/  

FR PATRICK: 
 On Monday 13th May, Fr Patrick 

will be attending the funeral of the 
mother of Fr Julian Booth so Mass 
will be offered at 19.30hrs. 

 Would you like to have your 
house blessed during this time be-
tween Easter and Pentecost? If so, 
sign up on the sheet at the back of 
the church  If you prefer not to 
leave your number on the sheet 
then contact the office to leave 
your details that way. 
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