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Solemnity of the Body & Blood of Christ, 23 June 2019 

‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven, says the 
Lord.  Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 

John 6, 51 - 52 

 

 

Masses and Intentions 
Week 12 in Ordinary Time 

 
Saturday    22nd June    10.00   Private intention 
Feast: Ss John Fisher & Thomas More 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity      Year C  
Body & Blood of Christ 
Saturday    22nd June 17.30  Repose of Holy Souls 
Sunday 23rd June 10:00  Eddie Moran 
  18:30        People of the parish  

Monday 24th June 09.15 Caterina Agostini  RIP 
Solemnity: Nativity of St John the Baptist     
Tuesday 25th June 09.15 Fr Anthony Timlin RIP (JF) 

Feria in Ordinary Time       

Wednesday  26th June No Mass 

Feria in Ordinary Time            
Thursday      27th June  08.00 Vernon Hedgecox RIP (JF)    
Feria in Ordinary Time   
Friday          28th June    18.00   Patrick Treacy RIP 
Solemnity: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus             
Saturday    29th  June   10.00   Alan Bardos & Emma  
         Gernez 
         13.00   Nuptial Mass—Amy Boast & 
          Derek Weltevreden 
Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul  Year C  

Saturday    29th  June 17.30 Int. Marcus Christopher Featch    

Sunday 30th  June 10.00 Peter Lennon RIP 

       18.30   People of the parish 

Confessions:   Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 

 16.45 - 17.15 

Exposition  

& Benediction:     Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 

Evening prayer, Rosary:   Saturday      16.45 
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Corpus Christi/Body & Blood of Christ: One of the things we ask for when praying 
to our heavenly Father in the words Jesus taught us is “our daily bread”.  Is this just 
enough bread for today, or is it a request that we have bread provided every day?  Most 
of us understand bread in a wide sense as covering all food: the Roman emperors exer-
cised control over their people and secured their loyalty through providing “bread and 
circuses”, while Marie-Antoinette has secured a place for herself in history through her 
sardonic suggestion that, when informed the people of Paris were starving and needed 
bread, they eat cake.  Bread in all western cultures and beyond has always been under-
stood as basic food.  And today we celebrate not just the self-giving love of Jesus for his 
people but the gift itself: the Eucharist, the Body & Blood of Christ, the spiritual nour-
ishment which Jesus, who gave his physical body for us on the cross, continues to give 
to us through the sacrament he instituted at the Last Supper.  Devotion to the physical 
bread and wine which through the consecratory words of the priest at Mass become 
the Body and Blood of Christ, received by us in sacramental form, resulted from a 
widespread disbelief in the reality of that transformation effected by consecration and 
doubts about the “real presence”.  The miracle of Bolsena, (late 13th century) when 
the priest Peter of Prague, whose doubts in the real presence he had hoped might be 
cured by a pilgrimage to Rome, on fracturing the host saw drops of blood fall on the 
corporal, led to the Corpus Christi devotion and the other devotions it has spawned, 
e.g. Adoration, 40 Hours, etc., many of which have disappeared from the tradition of 
the Church with the frequency of reception of Holy Communion among the faithful 
since Vatican II.  Particularly now that so many of us receive Communion more fre-
quently, and especially as in this parish a group of our children will be making their 1st 
Holy Communion at today’s 10.00 Mass, there is every reason to celebrate Corpus 
Christi with even greater devotion than before when we were more demonstrative 
about it. 

First Reading (OT): Genesis 14, 18 – 20: The Christian priesthood has its roots in that 
of Melchizedek whom we meet here presenting the gifts of bread and wine.  This is a 
reminder to us that the priesthood Jesus instituted at the Last Supper is linked to the 
OT priesthood represented by Melchizedek. 

Second Reading (NT): 1 Corinthians 11, 23 – 26: Here we have an account of the 
institution of the Eucharist which is older than any of those contained in the synoptic 
gospels and which probably reflects a eucharistic tradition already an integral part of 
the early Christian worship in Jerusalem and beyond, including the community at 
Corinth to which Paul was writing. 

Gospel: Luke 9, 11 – 17: This is one of a number of accounts the gospels provide of 
how Jesus multiplied the little food that was available to feed a large number of people.  
The inclusion of these stories in the gospel narrative cast the spotlight on two essential 
dimensions to the life of the early Church: celebration of the Eucharist and charitable 
giving to the destitute and the imperative to feed the poor.  

The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy  
or by request from the parish office. 

FIRST COMMUNION  
Congratulations to the children who 
have received Holy Communion for the 
first time this weekend. 

ROCK ‘N’ ALE FESTIVAL 

The Rock ‘n’ Ale Festival is now into its 
7th year. This year’s event will be held 
on Saturday 13th July and tickets are 
now on sale. 
The event is a family event and, as with 
past events, this year’s festival will not 
only generate funds for the Motor Neu-
ron Disease Association but is also a ma-
jor contributor to Parish income. 
There will be a full bar which this year 
will be provided by the Purple Turtle, 
children’s entertainment, four live bands 
playing music from the last 30 years, and 
a hog roast 
Tickets are £10 for adults, £5 for under 
16’s and under 5’s are free. 
They can be bought after Mass or by call-
ing 0118 958 4498 during office hours 
or visit www.facebook.com/rocknale .  
If you can help promote the event then 
please take some of the leaflets/posters. 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Gift Aid £160.50       Loose £566.14 
Standing Orders               £459.00 

HEALTH AND SAFETY OFFICER 
FOR THE PARISH 
Do you have experience/professional 
understanding of health and safety re-
quirements? We are looking to establish 
the role of health and safety co-ordinator 
in the parish. The role would include:  
•promoting a positive health and safety     
culture in the parish 
•using the xCenta online health and 
safety system to conduct sensible risk 
assessments and document regular safety 
checks  
  Reporting issues and situations which 
are considered to be unsafe and, in ac-
cordance with agreed procedure in the 
parish, resolving them to create safe plac-
es for people 
• Recording accidents if they occur in  
    timely and correct manner  
Training on the new online system will 
be provided. 
Anybody interested, please contact the 
parish office on 947 1787. 

THE FEDERATION OF ST MAR-
TIN'S & ST ANNE'S PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS seeks applications for the 
role of Clerk to the Governors. Please 
see our advert at www.st-
annes.reading.sch.uk 

BAPTISM Welcome to John Hyde who 
will be baptised this weekend. Please 
keep him and his family in your prayers. 

CHANGES OF MASS TIMES 

Please note, there is no Mass on 
Wednesday and the time of the Mass on 
Friday 28th June is 18.00hrs. 

SECOND COLLECTION 30TH JUNE for 
Apostleship of the Sea. 

OPEN AIR YOUTH & FAMILY 
MASS AND PICNIC. Hosted by Eng-
lish Martyrs parish on Sun 30th June, at 
2pm in Prospect Park. All welcome. 
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