
Easter Sunday 
 
Dear Parishioners 
 
The gospels have left us with a very detailed account of the Lord’s passion and death.  
Moreover, every art gallery in the world contains a huge variety of depictions of Jesus’ last 
twenty-four hours, particularly of the crucified Christ.  Every Catholic church has the 
fourteen Stations of the Cross in the side aisles, increasing our familiarity with the 
passion story.  And we find crucifixes everywhere.  Those same evangelists who have 
given us such vivid accounts of the Passion have left us with very short and problematic 
accounts of the next stage in the narrative of Jesus.  The sober, brief and somewhat dry 
accounts of the first Easter Sunday and its follow-up were added to the gospels at a very 
late stage.  The kernel of the story was the Passion, the appendix – almost as an 
afterthought – was the story of the Easter experience of the Apostles.  There is, of course, 
no account of the resurrection as such.  Nor has any artist succeeded convincingly in 
committing to canvas the great moment of Jesus’ emergence from the tomb.  Even the 
great Rubens, whose masterwork The descent of Christ from the cross in Antwerp Cathedral 
is probably the most magnificent depiction  of Calvary, has painted Jesus emerging from 
the tomb with the energy of a boxer entering the ring, and yet it fails to convince.  That is 
because in rising from the dead Jesus broke the bonds of time and space and entered into 
the dimension of eternity.  He rose to glory.  He did “appear” to those who had known 
him during his earthly life but how they perceived him, how they recognised him and 
what they saw remains shrouded in mystery.  And yet they all had the experience of him 
being alive.  And it is the new life in Christ that we celebrate at Easter.  Something totally 
new, completely different, and yet something reserved for us who believe in the resurrection 
of the dead and life everlasting.  
 
“Surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia!  Qui pro nobis pependit in lingo, alleluia! / 
The Lord has truly risen, alleluia!  Who for us hung upon the tree, alleluia!” 
 
HAPPY EASTER 
 
Fr Patrick 


