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[He] rose again on the third day* 
in accordance with the Scriptures*. 

 
The Resurrection experience: 
 

 The growing conviction among the early Christians, those who 
had known Jesus during his earthly life, that he was alive.  The 
fact of Jesus’ resurrection was at the heart of the earliest Christian 
kerygma, proclamation of faith. 

 The first of the two elements of Resurrection faith was (1) the 
appearances.  These are problematic and in need of careful 
analysis. 
He was visible and recognised, but what were the circumstances in 
which he was encountered? 

 The second element of Resurrection faith was (2) the empty 
tomb.  The fact was that his physical body had disappeared.  He 
was nowhere to be found. 

 Faith in the Resurrection has as its object an event [the effect and 
impact of which] historically attested by the disciples, their 
encounter with the Risen Christ was a real one.  At the same 
time, this event is mysteriously transcendent insofar as it is the 
entry of Christ’s humanity into the glory of God. 

 The empty tomb and the linen cloths lying there signify in 
themselves that by God’s power Christ’s body had escaped the 
bonds of death and corruption.  They prepared the disciples to 
encounter the Risen Lord. 



 Christ, ‘the first-born from the dead’ (Col 1, 18), is the principle 
of our own resurrection, even now by the justification of our 
souls (Rom 6, 4) and one day by the new life he will impart to 
our bodies (Rom 8, 11). 

 
[He] ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

The Ascension into heaven 
 

 Christ’s Ascension marks the definitive entrance of Jesus’ 
humanity into God’s heavenly domain, whence he will come 
again (Acts 1, 11); this humanity in the meantime hides him from 
the eyes of men (Col 3, 3). 

 Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, precedes us into the 
Father’s glorious kingdom so that we, the members of his Body, 
may live in the hope of one day being with him for ever. 

 Jesus Christ, having entered the sanctuary of heaven once and for 
all, intercedes constantly for us as the mediator who assures us of 
the permanent outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
The second coming and the Judgement 
 

 Christ the Lord already reigns through the Church, but all the 
things of this world are not yet subject to him.  The triumph of 
Christ’s kingdom will not come about without one last assault by 
the powers of evil. 

 On Judgement Day at the end of the world, Christ will come in 
glory to achieve the definitive triumph of good over evil which, 
like the wheat and the tares, have grown up together in the 
course of history. 



 When he comes at the end of time to judge the living and the 
dead, the glorious Christ will reveal the secret disposition of 
hearts and will render to each man/woman according to his/her 
works, and according to his/her acceptance of refusal of grace. 

 
 * the third day  what is the significance of this expression? 

 
 * in accordance with the Scriptures does this mean ‘as the Scriptures 

understand these events’ or is it saying that the Scriptures are our 
only source for these events in which we must believe? 
 


