
Second Sunday of Lent 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
When asked by visitors to the Apostolic Palace how the Church might best learn what to 
preach about, Pope John XXIII crossed the room, opened the window and let the breeze 
blow in.  In fact the Second Vatican Council, which was John XXIII’s dream-child, 
specifically said that we had to read the signs of the times in the light of the gospel or, to 
put it another way, read the gospel in the light of the concerns of the people of our own 
day and the problems that perplex us in the here and now.  The Church has to listen and 
speak to the multiple concerns of those sitting in the pews.  Now, clearly, the chancel and 
the hustings have different callings, and confusing the one with the other is rarely helpful. 
 
Politics in the pulpit have always been treated with reserve by the Church.  And society too 
is very uneasy with the imam who uses Friday prayers to convey a political message.  It has 
to be said that clergy over the denominations, rabbis and imams too, have respected the 
red line between religion and politics.  Yet, as Johanna Morehead’s column in the 
GUARDIAN a few weeks ago pointed out, it is very frustrating when the homily shows no 
awareness of contemporary events, nor sensitivity to how the majority of people may be 
feeling.  Johanna is a Catholic and one of the stringers who regularly writes for the 
TABLET and she was talking about Mass in her parish the weekend of the Vatican 
summit conference where Pope Francis was meeting with the presidents of the world’s 
bishops conferences.  There are other issues too, urgent and a source of major 
preoccupation to many of us.  For example, climate change.  A young Swedish girl, being 
seriously spoken of as a candidate for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, has inspired children 
from across the world to take “time out” of school to let politicians, for whom as yet they 
cannot vote, know how urgent a matter climate change and environmental degradation is. 
 
And people are also concerned about knife crime, about homelessness, and about many 
issues other than Brexit.  For some the Sunday homily will be a moment of relief from the 
pressure of contemporary issues, a window of hope where the eternal – “the things that are 
above” – briefly intrudes on the worldly preoccupations of every day.  Indeed, the hope of 
the preacher might be precisely that the shard of light the gospel message shines on 
worldly issues may help us to see them differently and, perhaps, to see them in a more 
relative light.  After all, no matter how far we kick the Brexit can down the road, there will 
be a post-Brexit epoch when the sound and fury of last week’s House of Commons will 
seem hollow indeed, just a memory.  I think the preacher who has stewardship of the 
Sunday gospel message should give the word of God priority but see to it that it is being 
addressed to the people of today, and proposes solutions that open up avenues to a new 
and better tomorrow, while saluting and welcoming the achievements, setbacks and 
challenges of today. 
 
La le Pádraig faoi shona dibh!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
Father Patrick  


