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The Creed: our Profession of Christian Faith 
 

Supporting material for Evening 1 
 

 The earliest professions of faith [Christological – focused on Jesus 
the Christ] 

1. “Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 2, 36; Col 2, 6); “Jesus is the Lord” (1 
Cor. 12, 3) 

 Still in Apostolic times the profession contained a Trinitarian 
dimension 

1. (Eph. 1, 3 – 14) 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed [printed on separate reference hand-out].  It 
is so-called because it is rightly considered to be a faithful 
summary of the faith held by and preached by the Apostles.  It is 
the ancient baptismal symbol of the Church of Rome.  Its great 
authority arises from this fact: it is ‘the Creed of the Roman 
Church, the See of Peter, the first of the Apostles, to which he 
brought the common faith.’  St. Ambrose (+ 397) was the first to 
refer to this Creed explicitly and associate it with the See of 
Rome.  It has been recited in many churches of the Birmingham Diocese 
since the 2012 Year of Faith and is used elsewhere at the discretion of 
the national Bishops Conference. 

 
 The Nicene (Niceno-Constantinopolitan) Creed [printed on 

separate reference hand-out] draws its great authority from the 
fact that it stems from the first two ecumenical Councils (Nicea 
325 and Constantinople 381).  It remains common to all the 
great Churches of both East and West to this day.  This is the 



Creed we normally profess each Sunday and Solemnity, and it is 
sometimes sung. 
 

 The Augsburg Confession (1530) the Lutheran confession of 
faith which defined Lutheran doctrines in the early days of the 
Protestant Reformation.  Unlike the earlier creeds, it is an 
elaboration of the Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith and a 
condemnation of a variety of Catholic practices, e.g. celibacy of 
the clergy, private Masses, monastic vows.  The text was mostly 
written by Luther’s closest associate Philip Melanchton. 
 

 The Profession of Faith [of the Council of Trent] of Pope Pius 
IV (1564) The Council of Trent (1545 – 63) decreed that all 
prelates of the Church would have to make a profession of faith 
and obedience to the Roman See. It repeats the contents of the 
Nicene Creed but also sums up the central doctrines of the 
Council of Trent against the background of the errors of the 
Protestant Reformation. 
 

 The Profession of Faith of Pope Paul VI (1968)  On the 
nineteenth centenary of the martyrdom of SS. Peter & Paul, Paul 
VI issued a ‘profession of faith’ to address the disquiet he detected 
in certain quarters regarding matters of faith.  Confirming the 
faith articulated in the Nicene Creed, Pope Paul VI introduced 
some elements which reflected the emergent ecclesiology of 
Vatican II. 
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