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Solemnity of Jesus Christ, Universal King 24 November 2018 
“Yes, I am a king. I was born for this. I came into the world for this: 

to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of truth 
listen to my voice”  

John 18, 37 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 

Gift Aid £129.50 Loose £550.86 
Standing Orders     £484.00 

The diocesan Privacy Policy is available at 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy  

or by request from the parish office. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  & 
CONFIRMATION 2019 
If your child does not go to a Catholic 
school and would like to prepare for 
either of these sacraments, please contact 
the office with your child’s name and an 
adult’s contact details. 
Dates for the sessions will be in the 
newsletter and sent out by e-mail when 
they are finalised. 

MAPLEDURHAM MASS  
in the chapel at 6pm Sun 25th 
November. 
 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY CAKE SALE 
Thank you to all who supported the cake 
sale last Sunday (and special thanks to 
our super-smiley child helpers)! An 
amazing £131.36 was raised! To be split 
between sustainable CAFOD world gifts 
chosen by the children and the parish. 
 
 

WELCOME AND 
CONGRATULATIONS to Theodora 
Patey who will be baptised this 
weekend. 

2019 CALENDAR - THE HANDS OF TIME  

Hands tell the story of life – of laughter, 
longing and love. £5 each. All proceeds 
to Hibernian Society. Buy from Ann 
Morris in the Cenacle after 10am Mass. 

APF BOXES Together with loose 
change £667.99 has been sent off to 
APF. These boxes will next be counted 
March 2019. Thank you. 
 

“A BED FOR THE NIGHT” is a winter 
months only night shelter run by local 
churches in Reading Berkshire, led by 
Faith Christian Group. Local church 
venues each provide a team of 
volunteers. A hot evening meal is served 
and toilet and washing facilities are 
provided. Guest must be booked in by 
the St Mungos outreach team. All 
volunteers undergo TRAINING to 
ensure the safety of all involved. If you 
would like to get involved see the poster 
in the Narthex for details. 

ADVENT COURSE During the 
season of Advent Fr Patrick will, once 
more, be hosting a course for adult 
Christians anxious to deepen their 
understanding of the Christmas mystery.  
Each session will begin at 19.30 and end 
at 20.30 after which tea & coffee will be 
served.  The sessions will be in the 
Cenacle on: Mon 3 Dec; Mon 10 Dec; 
Mon 17 Dec. Come to all of them or just 
the ones you can make. 
 

FRIENDS OF HOLY LAND   
£369.01 has been sent off to Friends of 
the Holy Land this year. These boxes will 
next be counted in January 2019. 

SAFEGUARDING 
In order to comply with the 
Safeguarding Regulation laid down by the 
Diocese of Birmingham, we need a 
chaperone/s on duty in the Altar Servers’ 
sacristy before and after the 17.30 and 
10.00 Masses.  Should you be willing for 
your name to be added to the rota for this 
mandatory duty, please let Lis Leddy 
know by e-mail and you will be notified in 
due course as to dates when 
required.  Many thanks. 
 
NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 
This weekend is National Youth Sunday. 
A second collection will be taken after all 
Masses for the Catholic Youth Service. 
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Last Sunday of the Year (Year B – Mark): Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Universal King: In this centenary of the end of World War I, Remembrance Day was 
celebrated with particular poignancy.  It was less about victory and Empire as it had 
been in days gone by, it focused rather on the lives, so many of them cut short so early, 
lost in the greatest collective act of folly in the history of humankind.  There was prayer 
for the dead and prayer for the grace to avoid history being repeated.  In 1918 empires 
collapsed and were wiped off the map, royal families dethroned and banished, in one 
tragic case – the Romanoffs – executed.  The post-war period saw the creation of new 
nation states and the birth of fledgling democracies: henceforth all the people, thanks 
to the principle of universal franchise, had a say in how the country of which they were 
citizens could be run. The move to the secular state and democracy was anything but 
smooth.  Initially the Church saw it as a threat.  Hence the institution by Pope Pius XI 
of the feast of Christ the King in 1925.  In the light of the increasing militancy of 
secularism in the west and Bolshevism in the East, the image of a kingdom with Christ 
as sovereign was seen to preserve those gospel-based values which lay at the foundation 
of any society where human dignity was preserved and all men and women counted 
equally.  The vision of Church and society which emerged from the Second Vatican 
Council, especially in the two crucial council documents Lumen Gentium (Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church) and Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World), sits much more easily with the underlying ideas Pius XI 
wished to make part of the Catholic Church’s heritage in instituting the Solemnity of 
Christ the Universal King.  Today’s celebration is the crowning crescendo of the 
liturgical year. 

First Reading (OT): Daniel 7, 13 – 14: This late OT book was written at a time of foreign 
occupation and persecution.  It presents the Israelites with and alternative power 
structure.  It places God firmly on his throne, bringing order into chaos, supervising 
justice in his domain.  It awards a role to the Son of Man whom we encounter in today’s 
reading.  He is a figure who, in God’s name, secures the establishment of a new lordship 
on the earth. 

Second Reading (NT): Apocalypse 1, 5 – 8: Like the Book of Daniel, the Apocalypse 
(Revelation) is a book of consolation. It tells of the “second coming” of the Lord on the 
clouds of heaven.  He is the first born of the dead and returns as Lord of all the kings 
of earth.  Our belief in resurrection alters completely our perspective on earthly realities. 
Today we contemplate the kingdom of Christ and how it transforms the values by which 
we live. 

Gospel: John 18, 33 – 37: Here in this dramatic scene on the first Good Friday the power 
and prestige of the Roman Empire is in direct confrontation with the kingdom of God.  
It is important to remember that Pilate considered Jesus a king and insisted that the 
inscription above the cross on which he was crucified identify him as such.       

The readings for today’s Masses are to be found in Parish Mass Book : pp 160-162 



Masses and Intentions 
Thirty-fourth week in Ordinary Time 

Saturday       24th November      10.00 Jackie Clyne RIP 
Feria in Ordinary Time      

Solemnity of  
Our Lord Jesus Christ Year B (Mark) 
King of the Universe  

Saturday       24th November     17.30       Tony Lundy RIP  
Sunday         25th  November 10.00       Carmen Picallo Gomez RIP 
   12.00 Baptism   
  18.00 Mapledurham Mass 

   18.30       Jim & Bridie O’Sullivan RIP  

Monday     26th November 09.15 Holy souls 
Feria in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday 27th November 09.15 Holy souls 
Feria in Ordinary Time   
Wednesday  28th November 09.15 Holy souls 
Feria in Ordinary Time      
Thursday     29th November 08.00 Holy souls 
Feria in Ordinary Time  
Friday          30th November 12.30 Holy souls 
Feast: St Andrew           
Saturday      1st  December 10.00 Matej & Maria Grestiak RIP 
Feast: St Edmund Campion        

First Sunday of Advent Year C (Luke) 

Saturday      1st   December 17.30 People of the parish 
Sunday        2nd  December 10.00 William Henry Stubbs 
   18.30  Th’giving: Our Lady & St Teresa 

 

Confessions:        Saturday 16.45 - 17.15 
     

Evening prayer, Rosary:      Saturday 16.45 

Confessions:  Saturday  10.30 - 11.30 
   16.45 - 17.15 
Exposition  
& Benediction:  Saturday 10.30 - 11.30 
Evening prayer, Rosary: Saturday 16.45 


