
The Solemnity of the Body & Blood of the Lord [Corpus Christi] 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
It will come as no surprise that the outcome of Ireland’s 25 May referendum on the 
repeal of the 8th Amendment of the constitution of the republic came as a shock not 
only to me but to many people.  It was the enthusiasm with which the outcome was 
greeted, the images from the forecourt of Dublin Castle on the evening of Saturday 
26 when the final result of the plebiscite was becoming clear, and the quiet 
acquiescence of the defeated NO constituency that disconcerted me most.  I noticed 
that Archbishop Dermot Martin of Dublin, who was parsimonious in the extreme in 
his post-referendum comments, was also shocked by the scenes of jubilation.  Be 
that as it may, just as with same-sex marriage in 2015, the people spoke in an open, 
democratic referendum and made it clear that they were either in favour of same-sex 
marriage being legitimised by law (mistakenly termed gay marriage even by 
commentators who ought to know better) or that legislation to facilitate it did not 
bother them. 
 
During the past week I have discussed the outcome of the 8th Amendment 
referendum with friends in Ireland and elsewhere, and I have read as much press 
comment as possible – including this week’s The TABLET – and both the 
conversations and my reading have gently challenged me to revisit the whole 
question.  Had I been voting in Ireland last week, I think I would still have voted NO.  
But my discussions with friends and my perusal of the press comment has made me 
much less judgemental of those who opted for YES.  At the moment I am exploring 
the issue of abortion and legislation in its regard with a more open mind and taking 
cognisance of the fact that the voices that deserve to be heard with greatest sympathy 
are not those of men but of women who either felt pressurised into terminating a 
pregnancy or who did not feel ripe enough or ready to cope with the challenges of 
motherhood.  Jesus listened a lot to women, so the evangelists tell us, and a 
conviction I have long held is that the vision of society articulated by his mother 
Mary in the Magnificat and without doubt shared with her son as he grew up in 
Nazareth shaped his view of what the Kingdom of God might in practice become. 
 
Where the referendum in Ireland is concerned, it was the stories told by so many 
women – of pain, rejection, pressure, intense distress endured in a foreign land – 
which swung the vote.  The referendum outcome, the support it enjoyed, the debate 
it launched has certainly forced me to think this issue, in all its nuances, through 
again.  I am sure that there are bishops, priests, single and married lay Catholics who 
are also taking a fresh look at one of the most divisive and painful questions which 
challenge contemporary Catholicism with new eyes.  One last thought: a story swung 
the result, a story shaped the conscience of a people. 
 
There is another story that has been told for two thousand years: it is our story, the 
story of God’s love in the life of Jesus Christ.  It is our mission to keep telling it, and 
maybe we will understand ourselves and our fellow man/woman better as a result. 
 
Father Patrick 


